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EDUCATION 
1998 Ph.D. In Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles 

“Pregnancy and the Politics of Protection: An Ethnography of  
   Reproductive Health and Medical Pluralism in Central Mozambique” 

 Fields of Specialization: Medical Systems; Reproduction; Africa Area, Applied  
 

1991  M.A. In Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles 
   “I Am My Mother’s Daughter: The Transfer and Transformation of Motherwit  
   in an Urban, African American Community.”   
   Fields of Specialization: Urban Anthropology; Intersection of Race, Class and  

Gender Systems; African American Women and Family 
 
1988  M.A. In African Studies, Yale University 
   “The Development of Racism in Literacy Theory”  

Fields of Specialization: Anthropology, Literacy Theory U.S and Africa 
 

1986  B.A. In Literature and Afro-American Studies, Yale University 
   (Magna-cum-laude, distinction in the literature major) 
 
PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS HELD 
Current  Associate Professor, Anthropology, University of Washington, Seattle 

Adjunct Professor - Department of Global Health, UW School of Public Health 
Adjunct Professor Gender, Women and Sexuality Studies, UW, Seattle 

2010  Consultant, Health Alliance/USAID, PMTCT Loss-to-Follow-Up 
2009  Consultant, Health Alliance International Mozambique, Maternal Child Health  

HIV/AIDS PMTCT Program, Seattle, WA 
2008  Consultant, Health Alliance International, East Timor Maternal Child Care, Seattle, WA 
2000-2004 Assistant Professor, Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University 

 Co-Director Anthropology Urban Health Program (MA/PhD) 
2004  Consultant, Research Advisor, Cleveland RARE Project, Cleveland Dept. Pub.Health. 
2002 Consultant, Clinical Research Training Program, Meharry Medical College 
1998 Consultant, Health Alliance International 

Mozambique – Community Leadership and Health Mobilization 
Consultant, Danish Integrated Health Development Agency,  

Mozambique – Community Health Initiatives in Mozambique 
  Consultant, BASICS/USAID, Mozambique –Child Febrile Illnesses 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
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In Preparation. Chapman, R., R. Ponsaran, M. Nebergall, J. Marshall. “Behind the Bruises: Partner 
Violence and the Culture of Silence around Diagnosing DV in Hospital Settings.” Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence. 

 
2011. In press: Review of Why Are Our Babies Dying?: Pregnancy, Birth, and Death in America, 

by Sandra Lane. Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 
 
2010. Pfeiffer, James and Rachel Chapman. Structural Adjustment and Public Health. Annual Review of 

Anthropology. Vol. 39: 149-165. 
 
2010.  Chapman, Rachel.  Family Secrets: Risking Reproduction in Central Mozambique. Vanderbilt 

University Press. 
 
2008 Davis-Floyd, Robbie, and Rachel Chapman. “Ritual.” In Encyclopedia of Women's Folklore and 

Folklife.  Liz Locke, Theresa A. Vaughan, and Pauline Greenhill, eds.Westport, CT: Greenwood 
Press: 603-611. 

 
2006.  Chapman, Rachel. Chikotsa: Managing the Social Risks of Reproduction in Central Mozambique. 

Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 20(4): 487-515. 
 
2005.  Chapman, Rachel and Jean Berggren. “Radical Contextualization: Contributions to an 

Anthropology of Racial/Ethnic Health Disparities. Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the 
Social Study of Health, Illness and Medicine. 9(2): 145-167. 

 
2004.  Chapman, Rachel.  “A nova vida: The commoditization of reproductive health in central 

Mozambique.” Medical Anthropology. 23(3): 229-261. 
 
2003.  Chapman, Rachel. “Endangering safe motherhood in Mozambique: prenatal care as pregnancy  

risk.” Social Science and Medicine. 57(2):355-374.  
 
2001. Chapman, Rachel. “Prenatal Care as Reproductive Threat: When Medical Norms Exclude 

Screening for Social Risks.” In Discovering Normalcy in the Reproductive Body. Working Paper.  
African Studies Program. Northwestern University. 

 
2000. Marlene, Rosa. Rachel Chapman, Julie Cliff. “Lovers, Hookers, And Wives: Unbraiding the 

Social Contradictions of Urban Mozambican Women's Sexual and Economic Lives.” In Women 
and Health in Africa. 2nd edition. Meredith Turshen, ed. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press. Pp. 
50-68. 

 
CONSULTANT and FIELD REPORTS 
2010. Chapman, Rachel, Beatrice Thome, Wendy Johnson. Reducing Loss-to-Follow-Up in Prevention 

of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT) Services: Identifying facility and community-
level factors associated with PMTCT abandonment in Central Mozambique - Sofala Province. 
Seattle, Washington; Beira, Mozambique. Health Alliance International/CDC/USAID.  

 
2005. Hoekman, N., I. Bucens, M. Mercer, S. Thompson, R. Chapman. A Qualitative Community 

Assessment in Aileu and Manatuto Districts, Timor-Leste. Health Alliance International. Seattle, 
WA. 
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2002. Fraundorf, Erika, Erika Giavasis, Rachel Chapman, et al. An Ethnography of Huron Hospital’s 
Domestic Violence Advocacy Program - Program Evaluation and Recommendations.  Huron 
Hospital, CWRU, Cleveland, OH. 

 
1998. Chapman, Rachel. Community Health Initiatives in Mozambique – A Review of the Research and 

Literature.  Maputo. Mozambique: Danish Integrated Health Development Agency. 
 
1998. Chapman, Rachel and Arão Uaquiço. Care Seeking for Children Under Five with Febrile Illnesses 

in Central Mozambique – Manica and Sofala Provinces. Maputo, Mozambique: Health Alliance 
International/BASICS. 

 
1998. Chapman, R. P. Davissone, F. Machobo, J. Pfeiffer. Community Leadership and Health 

Mobilization: A Rapid Ethnographic Study of Three Zones in Manica Province. Chimoio/Seattle: 
Health Alliance International, University of Washington Department of International Medicine. 

 
1992. Chapman, R. and D. Irvin. "On Our Own and In Our Own Way: A Study of African American 

Motherhood in Los Angeles." In Gail Harrison, ed. Studies in Diversity: Rapid Ethnographic 
Assessment of Experiences and Perceptions of Pregnancy, Feeding and Health Care in Four Los 
Angeles Ethnic Groups. Los Angeles, CA: Public Health Foundation of Los Angeles County.  
 

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
2011  Co-PI, (submitted 10/2011), PEPFAR/USAID. Early ART initiation among HIV-positive  

pregnant women in central Mozambique.” UW, Seattle. 
2011  Co-PI, (submitted 07/2011), NIH RO1 Early ART initiation among HIV-positive  

pregnant women in central Mozambique.” UW, Seattle. $1,698,138.39 
2011 Internal Scientific Advisory Board (submitted), “Indigenous Wellness Research Institute  

National Center of Excellence.” NIH/NMHHD P60. 
2011-12 Principal Investigator (funded), “Reducing PMTCT Loss to Follow-Up from the Clinic  

to the Community in Central Mozambique.” Royalty Research Fund, University 
of Washington.  $32,178 

2010 Consultant, (submitted 5/2010) NIH R21. “Churches and Secondary HIV Prevention in  
Swaziland.” Simon Frasier University. 

2009, 2010 Hedgebrook Women Authoring Change, Writers Fellowship, Whidbey Island, WA 
2008 Consultant, (funded), “Community Based Participatory Research for Change,”  

NCMHD/NIGMS/HIS, National Congress of American Indians Policy Research 
Center. University of New Mexico, University of Washington 

2007-2009 Co-Investigator, Lead Researcher, NIH R21, (funded at 25%), “Pentecostal Churches  
and HIV Positive Adult Adherence and Treatment Strategies.”  

2007 Hedgebrook Women Authoring Change, Writers Fellowship, WA 
2006 African Studies Teaching Development Grant, to co-teach with James Pfeiffer (Global  

Health) ANTH 469, SISAF 490, HSERV 590 course: “Africa Living with 
HIV/AIDS” (Summer Salary)  

2004 Principal Investigator, NSF, Advance Grant for Women in Academic Science and  
Engineering, (declined, to come to UW) “On Our Own and In Our Own Way: 
Prenatal Care in an African American Community,” CWRU  

2003 Consultant.  “Health in the Global Community: Curriculum Development Grant.” Nord  
Center/ UCITE, CWRU 

2003 Principal Investigator, Faculty Engagement Grant, Ohio Campus Compact/ Cleveland  
Foundation. “Diagnosing DV: How Are We Doing? Barriers to Screening for 
Intimate Partner Violence in Medical Encounters.”  

2003 Co-Author, Cleveland Foundation. Faith-Based Initiatives Grant. “Teen Victory over  
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Violence Cultural Activist Program.” 
2003 Consultant, Clinical Research Curriculum Training Program, Meharry Medical College 
2002 Consultant, NINR RO3, (funded at 15%), “Culturally Sensitive Electronic Nursing  

Interventions” Francis Bolton School of Nursing, CWRU 
2002 W.P. Jones Faculty Development Grant, “Prenatal Care Seeking in an African American  

Community.” College of Arts and Science, CWRU  
2002  Principal Investigator, Ohio Campus Compact/Cleveland Foundation, “Building a  

Coalition and Community Capacity to End Domestic Violence,” CWRU 
1998  Fellow, NIH/Fogarty Multidisciplinary International Research Training Doctoral  

Fellowship, “Women’s Perceptions of Reproductive Risk,” UCLA/Eduardo 
Mondlane University, Mozambique 

 
FIELD RESEARCH 
Current  Mozambique: Tracking PMTCT Loss to Follow-Up: Towards a Community-Based  

Maternal HIV/AIDS Treatment Model.   
 
2007-10 Mozambique: Pentecostal Churches and HIV+ Adult Treatment Strategies, R21 NIH 
 
2005  East Timor: Improving Maternal and Infant Care in Timor L’este, Baseline Pilot Study  

design. 
 

2002-4 Cleveland: Complementary and Alternative Prenatal Care in an Urban Black Community 
Cleveland: Teens Make Peace – A Study of Cultural Activism among Middle School 

Students in East Cleveland 
 

2001  Cleveland: “Diagnosing DV: How are We Doing?”  Barriers to Screening for Intimate  
Partner Violence in Medical Encounters 

 
2000  Cleveland: Ethnography of a Hospital Domestic Violence Advocacy Program 
 
1998 Mozambique: Cults of Affliction and the Lexicon of Healing in Six Indigenous  

Languages; Women’s Perceptions of Reproductive Risk; Substances Used in 
Women’s Birth Preparation in Central Mozambique; Leadership, Power and 
Health Mobilization; Household Management of Children’s Febrile Illnesses 

 
1993-98 Mozambique: Ph.D. field research on women's reproductive health and medical  
   pluralism - the utilization of prenatal care services among pregnant women in  
   Manica Province, Central Mozambique 
 
1992  Los Angeles, California: Rapid ethnographic assessment of pregnancy, prenatal  
   care and motherhood in African American communities in Los Angeles County 
 
1991 Venice, California: Family coping strategies and grassroots organizing across 

three generations of African-American female heads of households 
 
1990  Mozambique: Women and child's health, child nutrition and diarrheal disease;  
  Mozambique: Women's agricultural cooperatives in the Green Zones of Maputo 
HONORS 

2011  Undergraduate Research Program Campus Honors Mentor Award, UW 
2011  Office of Minority Affairs and Diversity Counseling Services, Inaugural  

Recognition of Faculty Service, UW 
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2008  Outstanding University of Washington Woman Nominee, UW 
2007  Graduate Adviser of the Year, Dept. of Anthropology, UW 
2006  Outstanding University of Washington Woman Nominee, UW 
2005  City of Seattle Women of Color Empowered, Women’s Health Advocate 
2003  Who’s Who among America’s Teachers  

 2002  Diekhoff Distinguished Graduate Teaching Nominee, CWRU 
   Top Professor Award, Mortar Board Honors Society, CWRU 
 2001,2,3 Wittke Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching Nominee, CWRU 
 1992  Distinguished Teaching Award, University of California, Irvine  
 
 
CONFERENCES and PRESENTATIONS 
“Preventing Maternal to Child Transmission of HIV by Following Loss to Follow-Up from the Clinic to  

the Community.” American Anthropology Association Annual Conference, New Orleans. Nov. 
2010. 

"Exploratory analysis of the facility and community-level factors associated with PMTCT abandonment 
in central Mozambique." 138th APHA Annual Meeting. Denver, CO. 2010. Honorable Mention, 
Excellence in Abstract Submission on an International Topic. 

"Integrating Comprehensive HIV Care into Routine Maternal Health Services Improves Access and  
Quality" 138th APHA Annual Meeting. Denver, CO. 2010. Co-author. 

“Pregnancy and the Holy Spirit in Mozambique: Promoting HIV Care and Treatment among Women in  
Pentecostal Churches” American Anthropology Association Annual Conference,San Francisco. 
Dec. 2009. 

“No more words, only blows”: Containing gender violence in not post-conflict Mozambique.” SFAA.  
New Haven, CT. April 2009. 

“Mapping a Mighty Influence: Pentecostal, Zion and Apostolic Churches and ARV Utilization and  
Adherence in Central Mozambique.”  Chapman, Rachel and James Pfeiffer.  American 
Anthropology Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC, Dec. 2008. 

“Structural Violence and the Negotiation of Maternal to Child Transmission of HIV/AIDS.”  Pfeiffer,  
James and Rachel Chapman.  Invited Session. American Anthropology Association Annual 
Conference, San Francisco, Dec. 2006. 

“Where Have All the Women Gone? Tracking PMTCT Loss to Follow-Up in Mozambique.”  A Just  
Cause: Bringing Health Care to All. UW World Global Lecture Series, University of 
Washington. Oct. 2006. 

“Segredos da Casa: Risking reproduction in Central Mozambique.” Association of American  
Anthropologists. Washington, D.C. Dec. 2005. 

“Reducing Child Mortality: Why Can’t We Make Effective Interventions Work?” United Nations  
Association-USA Seattle Chapter, October, 2005. 

“Segredos da Casa: Managing the Social Risks of Reproduction in Central Mozambique.”  Workshop on  
Health and Medicine in Africa. Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges. Bryn Mawr, PA. 2005. 

“Where Are the Anthropologists? An Applied Agenda for Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Health  
Disparities.”  SFAA/SMA Annual Conference, Dallas. April. 2004. 

“African American Community Mobilization for Organ and Tissue Transplants.” Cleveland Minority  
Organ and Tissue Transplant Project (MOTTEP). January 2004. 

“On Our Own and In Our Own Way: Pregnancy Management in an Urban African American  
Community.” Co Chair and Panelist. Birth in the Other America. American Anthropological 
Association Annual Conference. Nov. 2003. 

“Domestic Violence and Pregnancy.” Cleveland Clinic. North Eastern Ohio Chapter, American College  
of Nurse Midwives. Annual Conference. Oct. 2003. 

 “Medical Anthropology Approaches to Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Birth Outcomes in Cleveland.”  
Cleveland Medical Reading Club. Sept. 2003. 
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“Racial Disparities in Pre-Term Delivery: The Social and Cultural Construction of Risk.” March of  
Dimes. Ohio Peri-Natal Network. May 2003. 

“Medical Anthropology and the History of Race in Medicine.” Symposium. Race and/in the History of  
Medicine. MIT, Center for the Study of Diversity. April 2002. 

“From Margin to Center: Assessing the Need for Anthropology and Racial and Ethnic Health Disparity  
Research to Come in from the Cold.” Invited Paper. Society for Medical Anthropology.  
American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting.  December 2001. 

“Doing Community Health Research from Within the Academy - Is it Healthy?” Ohio Progressive  
Scholars Conference. Oberlin College. November 2001. 

“Health and Black Adolescents: Whose Culture Matters?” Ohio Valley Society of Adolescent Medicine.  
Metro Hospital Center for Adolescent Health. CWRU. November 2001. 

“Towards a Holistic Approach in Urban Health: CWRU Anthropology on the Streets of Cleveland.”   
Western Reserve Studies Symposium, Building a Medical Community in the Western Reserve. 
CWRU. October 12, 2001. 

“Prenatal Care as Reproductive Risk: When Medical Norms Do Not Include Screening for Social  
Structural Threats to Women’s Reproductive Health.” Conference Discovering Normality in the 
Reproductive Body.”  Northwestern University, March 2001. 

“The Influence of Culture and Structure on Prenatal Care Seeking.” Cleveland Perinatal Network.  Euclid  
Hospital.  January 2001. 

“Seeking Safe Passage: Understanding Reproductive Risk and Pregnancy Management Strategies.”  The  
American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Nov. 1999. 
 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Professional Membership 
 American Anthropology Association 
 Society for Medical Antyhropology 
 Association of Black Anthropologists 
 Council on Anthropology of Reproduction 
Reviewer of: 
Journal article submissions for 
 American Journal of Public Health 
 Medical Anthropology Quarterly 
 Social Science and Medicine 
 Cultural Anthropology 
Books  Lexington Press, Vanderbilt University Press 
Proposal Submission for 
 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
 Royalty Research Fund, University of Washington, Office of Research 
 
LANGUAGES: Portuguese, French, Swahili, Yoruba, Spanish, Elementary Shona 


