for next time:  look at Blum, You’re Not From Around Here, Are You?  (book)

for next time:  add Bastian article(s) on twinning

see Borders of Being, ed. by Jolly and Ram


THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF REPRODUCTIONPRIVATE 


Anthropology 306


Fall 2000

Prof. Lynn M. Morgan                                        


200 Merrill House

538-2108, e-mail:  lmmorgan@mtholyoke.edu

Office hours:  W 2-4, Th 10-12 or by appointment

Course description:  This course covers recent scholarship on issues in the anthropology of reproduction, including the relationship between production and reproduction and between the corporeal body and the body politic, the disciplinary power of the state, public controversies such as abortion and “maternal-fetal conflict,” and the symbolism and embodied metaphors of procreation and parenthood.  We will use "reproduction" as an analytic strategy to shed light on the cultural politics of gender, power, and sexuality.  Weekly seminar discussions will be organized around a series of problems raised by anthropologists and feminists in the study of reproduction.  

Books:  There are three required books plus one required reading packet available for this course.  The books can be purchased at the Odyssey Bookshop.  The course reader can be purchased at the department office in Merrill House during the first two weeks of the semester.  

Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, by Betsy Hartmann

Contested Lives, by Faye Ginsburg

Fetal Subjects, Feminist Positions, edited by Lynn Morgan and Meredith Michaels

Evaluation:  This course is extremely rigorous and demanding.  Weekly discussion seminars will rely heavily on class participation and close attention to assigned readings.  Reading responses will be due weekly in class.  Each student will have several opportunities to facilitate class discussion.  In addition, there will be one 20-25 page research paper on a topic of interest to you.

9/12


When is a mother (or father) not a mother (or father)?  

9/19


The cultural politics of re/production
· Ginsburg, Faye D. and Rayna Rapp.  1995.  Introduction:  Conceiving the New World Order.  IN Conceiving the New World Order.  Faye D. Ginsburg and Rayna Rapp, eds., pp. 1-17.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

· Michaels, Meredith W. and Lynn M. Morgan.  Introduction:  The fetal imperative.  FSFP, pp. 1-9.

· Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, pp. xv-89.     

9/26


TBA

· Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, pp. 93-170

· Stabile, Carol A.  1999.  The traffic in fetuses.  FSFP, pp. 133-58.
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Disciplining reproduction


· Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, pp.173-286

· Sawicki, Jana.  1999.  Disciplining mothers:  Feminism and the new reproductive technologies.  IN Feminist Theory and the Body.  Janet Price and Margrit Shildrick, eds., pp. 190-202.

10/9  


Mid-semester break

10/17


Medicalizing reproduction
· Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, pp. 289-310

· Treichler, Paula A.  1990.  Feminism, medicine, and the meaning of childbirth.  IN Body/Politics:  Women and the Discourses of Science.  Mary Jacobus, Evelyn Fox Keller, and Sally Shuttleworth, eds., pp. 113-38. NY:  Routledge.

· Pigg, Stacy Leigh.  1997.  Authority in translation:  Finding, knowing, naming, and training “traditional birth attendants” in Nepal.  IN Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge.  Robbie E. Davis-Floyd and Carolyn F. Sargent, eds., pp. 233-62.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

· Taylor, Janelle S.  1998.  Image of contradiction:  Obstetrical ultrasound in American culture.  IN Reproducing Reproduction.  Sarah Franklin and Helena Ragoné, eds., pp. 15-45.  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press.
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Naturalizing (and de-naturalizing) reproduction
· Contested Lives, pp. 1-129

· Martin, Emily.  1991.  The egg and the sperm:  How science has constructed a romance based on stereotypical male-female roles.  Signs 16(3).

· Michaels, Meredith.  Fetal galaxies:  Some questions about what we see.  In FSFP, pp. 113-32.
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Procreation stories
· Contested Lives, pp. 133-97

· Addelson, Kathryn Pyne.  The emergence of the fetus.  In FSFP, pp. 26-42.

· Strain, Frances B.  1937.  Being born.  IN Being Born, pp. 9-15.  NY:  D. Appleton-Century Co.

· Morgan, Lynn.  Materializing the fetal body, or, what are those corpses doing in biology’s basement?  In FSFP, pp. 43-60. 

· Recommended:  Duden, Barbara.  The fetus on the “farther shore”:  Toward a history of the unborn.  In FSFP, pp. 13-25
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Producing and reproducing paternity 

· Contested Lives, pp. 201-226

· Delaney, Carol.  1986.  The meaning of paternity and the virgin birth debate.  Man (n.s.) 21:494-513.

· Daniels, Cynthia.  Fathers, mothers, and fetal harm:  Rethinking gender difference and reproductive responsibility.  In FSFP, pp. 83-98.

· Rival, Laura.  1998.  Androgynous parents and guest children:  The Huaorani couvade.  Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (n.s.) 4:619-42.

· Larsen, Ernest.  The fetal monster.  In FSFP, pp. 236-50.

· Moore, Lisa Jean and Matthew Schmidt.  1995.  Semen banks:  Reproducing male hierarchies.  Sojourner 20(5):20-1.
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Disciplining reproduction, revisited

· Gordon, Linda.  1997.  Teenage pregnancy and out-of-wedlock birth.  IN Morality and Health.  Allan M. Brandt and Paul Rozin, eds., pp. 251-70.  New York and London:  Routledge.

· Schlegel, Alice.  Status, property, and the value on virginity.  (Adapted from a version published in 1991, American Ethnologist 18(4):719-34.)

· Goodman, Ellen.  1989.  The social ladder of infertility.  Boston Globe, December 14.
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No class 
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Reproducing (and) the state
· Kligman, Gail.  1998.  Introduction:  Politics, reproduction, and duplicity.  IN The Politics of Duplicity, pp. 1-18.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

· Oaks, Laury.  Irish trans/national politics and locating fetuses.  In FSFP, pp. 175-98.

· Greenhalgh, Susan.  1994.  Controlling births and bodies in village China.  American Ethnologist 21(1):3-30.
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Fetal attractions and their discontents 

· Gregg, Robin.  1995.  Abortion politics, feminism, and the rhetoric of choice.  IN Pregnancy in a High-Tech Age, pp. 9-28.  [*w/ Feminists for Life handout]

· Roth, Rachel.  2000.  How women pay for fetal rights.  IN Making Women Pay:  The Hidden Costs of Fetal Rights, pp. 1-12.  Ithaca and London:  Cornell University Press.

· Franklin, Sarah.  Dead embryos:  Feminism in suspension.  In FSFP, pp. 61-82.

· Casper, Monica.  Operation to the rescue:  Feminist encounters with fetal surgery.  In FSFP, pp. 101-12.
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Producing persons:  summary and review
· Hartouni, Valerie.  Epilogue:  Reflections on abortion politics and the practices called person.  In FSFP, pp. 296-303.









