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QUANTITATIVE METHODS IN ANTHROPOLOGY 

ANTH 4620/6620   SPRING 2001
Tuesday and Thursday 2:30-3:45 201CS

Dr. Susan McCombie 

Office hours:  Tuesday 4-5, Thursday 1-2     Sparks Hall  351A  

Phone: 404-651-1762  Email: smccombie@gsu.edu

Overview of course: The course will cover basic principles of research design, sampling and field procedures for survey research. Procedures for the analysis and interpretation of data will be reviewed, and students will get hands on experience with SPSS and Excel.  In addition to learning the basic statistics used in social science research, students will learn how to interpret odds ratios and logistic regressions which are commonly used in epidemiological studies.  Exercises will also include developing a research question and questionnaire.  Skills will be developed and assessed primarily through class participation and take home assignments.

	Course Requirements
	
	
	
	Percent of Grade

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assignment
	1
	due
	January 18
	
	2
	

	Assignment
	2
	due
	January 23
	
	3
	

	Assignment
	3
	due
	February 8
	
	5
	

	Assignment
	4
	due
	February 20
	
	5
	

	Assignment
	5
	
	March 1 - chose article
	5
	

	Assignment
	6
	due
	March 15
	
	5
	

	Assignment
	7
	due
	April 5
	
	10
	

	Assignment
	8
	due
	April 26
	
	20
	

	In Class Exam
	
	due
	April 19
	
	15
	

	Class Attendance and Participation
	
	
	30
	


Textbook

Bernard, H. Russell 2000 Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches.  Sage Publications.

Course schedule and Reading List

*Supplementary readings are marked with a *.  They are intended as resources for students who would like more information on a subject and are available on Docuweb.   

Week 1 - January 9 - 11 - Introduction and Background

Bernard Chapter 1 

*Greenhalgh, Trisha and Rod Taylor 1997 Papers that go beyond numbers (qualitative research).  British Medical Journal Vol. 315, No. 7110.

Week 2 - January  16-18 – Basic Principles of  Measurement

Bernard Chapter 2

*Kranzler, Gerald and Janet Moursund 1995 Statistics for the Terrified.  Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall.  Basic Math Review, p. 115-27.

Week  3 – January 23-25 - Developing Research Questions 

Bernard Chapter 3

*Fluehr-Loban, Carolyn 1994 Informed consent in Anthropological Research: We are not exempt Human Organization 53(1):1-10.

Week 4 – January 30 - February 1 – Study Design

Bernard Chapter 4

*Fabricant, S.J. and T. Harpham 1993 Assessing response reliability of health interview surveys using reinterviews.  Bulletin of the World Health Organization 71(3/4):341-8.
Week 5- February 6-8 – Sampling

Bernard Chapter 5

*Gonick, Larry and Woollcott Smith 1993 The Cartoon Guide to Statistics.  New York: Harper Collins Publishers. Chapter 6, p. 89-110.

*Hollander, Myles and Frank Proschan 1984 The Statistical Exorcist: Dispelling Statistics Anxiety.  New York: Marcell Dekker, Inc. Chapter 14, p. 104-110.
Week 6 - February 13 – 15 – Interviewing

Bernard Chapter 6 

Week 7 -  February 20-22  - Survey methods 

Bernard Chapter 7

*Fowler, Floyd J. Jr. 1995 Improving survey questions.  Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.  Chapter 2, p. 8-45.

Week 8 -  February 27- March 1 - Introduction to Data Analysis 

Bernard Chapters 11 and 14 

*Greenhalgh, Trisha 1997 Statistics for the non-statistician.  British Medical Journal Vol. 315, No. 7104.

Spring Break - March 5 – 11

Week 9 – March 13 – 15 – Data Analysis II  

Bernard Chapter 15

Wassetheil-Smoller, Sylvia 1995 Biostatistics and Epidemiology.  New York: Spring-Verlag, p. 102-105.

*Greenhalgh, Trisha 1997 Statistics for the non-statistician. II: Significant relations and their pitfalls.  British Medical Journal Vol. 315, No. 7105.

Week 10  March 20 – 22 – Creating scales

Bernard Chapter 8 

*Krieger, Nancy and Elizabeth Fee 1994 Social class: the missing link in U.S. health data International Journal of Health Services 24:1:25-44.

*Krieger, N., Williams, D.R., and N.E. Moss 1997 Measuring social class in U.S. public health research: Concepts, methodologies, and guidelines.  Annual Review of Public Health 18: 341-78.

Week 11  March 27 – 29 Multivariate Data Analysis I 

Bernard Chapter 16

Week 12 – April 3 – 5 – Multivariate Data Analysis II

*Grimm, Lawrence G. and Paul R. Yarnold 1995 Reading and Understanding Multivariate Statistics.  Washington DC: American Psychological Association.

Week 13 – April 10-12 – Presenting Data and Interpreting Results

Abramson, J.H. and Z.H. Abramson 1999 Survey Methods in Community Medicine.  Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, Chapter 30, p. 337-42.

Week 14  - April 17-19 – Debating Methodologies

Bernard Chapter 10
*Baum, Frances 1995 Researching public health: behind the qualitative-quantitative debate Social Science and Medicine 40(4):459-68.

*Inhorn, Marcia C 1995 Medical anthropology and epidemiology:divergences or convergences?  Social Science and Medicine 40:3:285-90.

*Manderson, Lenore and Peter Aaby 1992 An epidemic in the field?: Rapid assessment procedures and health research Social Science and Medicine 35(7):839-50.

*Trotter, Robert T. II and Jean J. Schensul 1998 Methods in Applied Anthropology.  In Handbook of Methods in Cultural Anthropology, ed. H. R. Bernard, Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, p. 691-735.
Week 15 - April 24-26 – Analysing and Critiquing Journal Articles 

Readings to be announced

_______________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of grading and attendance policy:  There are 200 total points for the course.  Sixty points (30%) are for class attendance and participation. One absence is allowed without penalty.  For each additional absence, 5 of the class participation points will be deducted.  The nature of the class makes attendance essential.  Aside from class participation and a single in-class exam (30 points or 15%), the bulk of the student’s grade will come from completion of take home assignments.  Instructions for completing these will be discussed during class, and many of these assignments will involve work done in class. 

This syllabus provides a general plan for the course.  Deviations may be necessary.
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