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EPIDEMIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH  4440/6440 – Fall 2001 -  MW 1:30-2:45  396K

Dr. Susan McCombie

Office hours: Monday 4:30-5:30 Wednesday 11-12 - Sparks Hall  351A

Phone: 404-651-1762

Email: smccombie@gsu.edu

Course Description:   This course will cover basic principles of epidemiology, including outbreak investigation, disease control, and analysis of risk factors.  Topics will include the history of epidemiology, overview of collaborations between anthropologists and epidemiologists, and review of the work of anthropologists in interdisciplinary public health settings.   Class exercises will include developing case investigation forms, investigation of foodborne illness outbreaks, and establishing the cause of illness outbreaks. 

Prerequisite:  Any introductory course in anthropology

Required textbook: Chin, James 2000 Control of Communicable Diseases Manual. Washington, DC: American Public Health Association.

Course Requirements:

                                                              
Percent of Grade    Number of Points

	Assignment 1
	due
	September 19
	10
	
	20

	Exam 1
	
	October 3
	25
	
	50

	Assignment 2
	due
	October 24
	10
	
	20

	Assignment 3
	due
	November 14
	10
	
	20

	Exam 2
	
	December 3
	25
	
	50

	Assignment 4
	due
	December 7
	10
	
	20

	Class Attendance and Participation
	10
	
	20

	Total
	
	
	100
	
	200


Reading List – articles available on Docuweb

*Articles marked with a * are optional for undergraduates and required for graduate students.

Week 1 – August 20 –22 - Early Concepts of Disease

Evans, Alfred S. 1993  Concepts and background of causation.  Chapter 1 in Causation and Disease: A Chronological Journey. New York: Plenum Medical Book Company, p. 1-11.

Zinsser, Hans, 1934 Rats, Lice and History.  New York: Bantam Books.  Chapter 5, new diseases, p. 77-104.

*Fracastorius, Hieronymus, 1930 (orig. 1546) Contagion, contagious diseases, and their treatment.  New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons.  Translated by W.C. Wright. p. 7, p. 19-21, p. 125-33, p. 135-41.

Week 2 -  August 27 – 29 - History of Epidemiology  

Rogers, Naomi 1995 A Disease of Cleanliness: Polio in New York City, 1900-1990.  In Hives of Sickness, ed. David Rosner.  New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. p. 115-130.

*Susser, Mervyn 1996 Choosing a Future for Epidemiology: I. Eras and Paradigms American Journal of Public Health 86 (5): 668-73.

*Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Report 1996 History of CDC MMWR 45(25) 526-30.

Week 3 – September 5 – Basic Principles of Epidemiology

Friis, Robert H. and Thomas A. Sellers 1999 Epidemiology for Public Health Practice.  Chapter 3, p. 69-102.
Friis, Robert H. and Thomas A. Sellers 1999 Epidemiology for Public Health Practice.  Chapter 11, p. 333-375.

Michael, Max, Boyce, W. Thomas, Wilcox, Allen J. 1984 Biomedical bestiary: an epidemiologic guide to flaws and fallacies in the medical literature. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, p. 15-45, 67-73, 105-11, 121-31.

Week 4 – September 10 –12 - Defining Boundaries and Areas of Collaboration

Hahn, R.A., 1995 Sickness and Healing New Haven: Yale University Press. Chapter 5, p. 99-128.

*Trostle, James 1986 Early work in anthropology and epidemiology: from social medicine to the germ theory, 1840-1920.  In Anthropology and Epidemiology, ed. C.R. Janes, R. Stall, and Sandra M. Gifford, Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publishing Company, p. 35-57.

Week 5 – September 17 –19 - Definitions of disease

Ziporin, Terra, 1992 Nameless Diseases.  New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. Chapter 4, Are there really any diseases, p. 81-98, Chapter 5, Mistaking symptoms for diseases, p. 99-113.

McCombie, S.C. 1990 
AIDS in Cultural, Historical and Epidemiological Context.  In Culture and AIDS.  Edited by D.A. Feldman.   New York: Praeger Publishers, p. 9-27.

Week 6 – September 24 – 26 –  “Emerging” Disease agents 

Wilson, Mary E. 1994 Pneumonia in the United States: Shifting perceptions of causality.  Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences 740:362-5.

Young, Joni C. et.al. 2000 The incubation period of Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome.  American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 62)6):714-7.

*Nash, Denis et.al. 2001 The outbreak of West Nile Virus Infection in the New York City Area in 1999 New England Journal of Medicine 344(24):1807-14.

Week 7 – October 1 – 3 - Investigation of outbreaks - foodborne  

Roueche, Berton 1984 The Huckleberry Hogs.  Chapter 15 in The Medical Detectives.  New York: Times Books, p. 236-54.

Quiroz, Eva S. et.al. 2000 An outbreak of Cryptosporidiosis linked to a foodhandler.  The Journal of Infectious Diseases 181:695-700.

*Gessner, Bradford D. and Michael Beller 1994 Protective effect of conventional cooking versus use of microwave ovens in an outbreak of  salmonellosis American Journal of Epidemiology 139(9):903-9.

*Meehan, Patrick J., et.al., 1992 A foodborne outbreak of gastroenteritis involving two different pathogens American Journal of Epidemiology 136(5):611-16.

Week 8 – October 8 – 10 - Investigation of outbreaks - transmission unknown 

Roueche, Berton 1967 The Liberace Room.  In Annals of Epidemiology, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, p. 193-229.

Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Report 2001 University outbreak of Calcivirus infection mistakenly attributed to Shiga-Toxin-Producing Escherichia coli 0157:h7 ---Virginia, 2000 MMWR 50(23) 489-491.

Week 9 – October 15 – 17 - Investigation of conditions of unclear etiology

Philen, Rossane M. et.al. 1989 Mass sociogenic illness by proxy: parentally reported epidemic in an elementary school.  Lancet December 9:1372-76.

*Blair, Peter S. et.al. 1999 Babies sleeping with parents: case-control study of factors influencing the risk of sudden infant death syndrome.  British Medical Journal 319:1457-62.

Week 10 – October 22 – 24 - Surveillance and Eradication 

Treadwell, Tracee A. et.al. 2000 Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever in the United States: 1993-96  American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 63(1,2):21-6.

McCombie, S.C. 1987 Folk flu and viral syndrome: an epidemiological perspective Social Science and Medicine 25:987-93.

*Cueto, Marcos 1995 The cycles of eradication: the Rockefeller foundation and Latin American public health, 1918-40.  In International health organizations and movements, 1918-1939, edited by Paul Weindling. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 222-43.

Week 11 – October 29 – 31 - Prospective studies and randomized trials 

Koepsell, T.D. et.al. 1996 Randomized trial of leaving messages on telephone answering machines for control recruitment in an epidemiologic study American Journal of  Epidemiology 144(7):704-6.

Moerman, Daniel E. 2000 Cultural variations in the placebo effect: Ulcers, anxiety, and blood pressure Medical Anthropology Quarterly 14(1):51-72.

Week 12 – November 5 – 7 – Critiquing and Evaluating “Risk” 

Schiller, Nina Glick 1992 What's wrong with this picture? The hegemonic construction of culture in AIDS research in the United States  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 6(3):237-254.

*Skolbekken, John-Arne 1995 The risk epidemic in medical journals Social Science and Medicine 40(3):291-305.

Week 13 – November 12 – 14  - Cultural Epidemiology

Nzewi, Esther 2001 Malevolent Ogbanje: recurrent incarnation or sickle cell disease Social Science and Medicine 52:1403-16.

*DiGiacomo, Susan M. 1999 Can there be a “Cultural Epidemiology”?  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 13(4): 436-57.

Week 14 – November 19  - Outbreak of the Year

Readings to be announced 
Week 15– November 26 – 28 – Measurement Issues  
Krieger, N., Williams, D.R., and N.E. Moss 1997 Measuring social class in U.S. public health research: Concepts, methodologies, and guidelines.  Annual Review of Public Health 18: 341-78.

Desai, Mayur M. et.al. 2001 Validity of self-reported cancer history: A comparison of health interview data and cancer registry records American Journal of Epidemiology 153(3):299-306.

Week 16 – December 3 – 5 – Revisiting Collaboration  

Inhorn, Marcia C 1995 Medical anthropology and epidemiology:divergences or convergences?  Social Science and Medicine 40(3):285-90.

*Baum, Frances 1995 Researching public health: behind the qualitative-quantitative debate Social Science and Medicine 40(4):459-68. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Explanation of grading and attendance policy:  There are 200 total points for the course.  Twenty points (10%) are for class attendance and participation. One absence is allowed without penalty.  For each additional absence, 5 of the class participation points will be deducted.  The nature of the class makes attendance essential.  Late assignments lose 5 points per day.  An extra credit assignment worth 20 possible points will be distributed near the end of the semester.  This syllabus provides a general plan for the course.  Deviations may be necessary.
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