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APPLIED BIOCULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

ANTH 4350/6350   SPRING 2000
Monday  and Wednesday      1:00-2:15  206CS

Dr. Susan McCombie  

Office hours:  Sparks Hall  351A  Monday 3-4, Wednesday 11-12

Phone: 404-651-1762 

E-mail: smccombie@gsu

Overview of course: This course will include a  review of the history of applied anthropology, and examine the role of anthropology in solving problems facing contemporary societies. Practical applications of  the work of anthropologists in each of the 4 traditional subdisciplines will be examined.  Topics will include economic development, agriculture, clinical anthropology and epidemiology, refugees, and cultural and natural resource management.  Prerequisite: any introductory course in anthropology.

Course Requirements –                                                      percent of grade

Article reviews (2 for undergrads, 3 for graduate students)

30%

Midterm Exam March 1



30%

Final Exam



30%

Class attendance and participation


10%

Course schedule and Reading List

*Articles marked with a * are optional for undergraduates and required for graduate students

Week 1 - January 10 - 12 - Introduction and Background

Foster, George 1969 Applied Anthropology. Boston: Little, Brown. Chapter 1, p. 3-36.

Nader, Laura 1969 Up the anthropologist-perspectives gained from studying up.  in Reiventing Anthropology, ed. Dell Hymes. New York: Random House, p. 284-311.

*Chambers, Erve 1987 Applied Anthropology in the Post-Viet Nam Era: Anticipations and Ironies.  Annual Review of Anthropology 16:309-37.

*Baba, Marietta L. 1994 The fifth subdiscipline: anthropological practice and the future of anthropology Human Organization  53(2): 174-86. 

Week 2 - January  19 - Historical Perspectives

van Willigen, John 1986 Applied Anthropology  Massachusetts: Bergin and Garvey Publishers, Inc.  Chapter 2, p. 17-39.

Mead, Margaret 1979 The uses of anthropology in World War II and after.  In  The Uses of Anthropology.  Ed. W. Goldschmidt. Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association.  p. 145-57.

Spicer, Edward H. 1979 Anthropologists and the War Relocation Authority.  In  The Uses of Anthropology.  Ed. W. Goldschmidt. Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association.  p. 217-37.

*Tylor, Edward B. 1874 Primitive Culture.  New York: Henry Holt and Company.  Chapter 19, Conclusion, p. 443-453.

*Reining, Conrad C. 1962 A lost period of applied anthropology American Anthropologist 64:593-60.  (also in Clifton, James 1970 Applied Anthropology Boston: Houghton Mifflin, p. 3-11.)

Weeks  3 – 4 - January 24 – February 2  - Agriculture

Bodley, John H. 1995 World hunger and the evolution of food systems.  In Anthropology and 

Contemporary Problems.  Mountain View: Mayfield Publishing Company, p. 83-112.

de Walt, Billie R. 1994 Using indigenous knowledge to improve agriculture and natural resource management Human Organization 53(2):123-31.

Bentley, Jefferey W. and Keith L. Andrews 1991 Pests, peasants, and publications: anthropological and entomonological views of an integrated pest management program Human Organization 50(2):113-24.

Parrish, Anne M.  1995 There were no ‘sus’ in the old days:  Post-harvest Pest Management in an Egyptian Village Human Organization 54(2):195-204.

*Conelly, W. Thomas 1994 Population pressure, labor availability, and agricultural disintensification: The decline of farming on Rusinga Island, Kenya Human Ecology 22(2):145-170.

*Netting, Robert McC., M.P. Stone, and G.D. Stone 1989  Human ecology: Kofyar cash cropping: choice and change in indigenous agricultural development Human Ecology 17(3): 299-319.

*Murray, Gerald F.  The domestication of wood in Haiti: A case study in applied evolution.  In Anthropological praxis ed. R.M. Wulff and S.J. Fiske  Boulder: Westview Press,  p. 223-40.

Week 5 - February 7 - 9 - Development issues

Arnould, E.J. 1989 Anthropology and West African development: a political economic critique and auto-critique Human Organization 48(2):135-48.

Gow, David D. 1993 Doubly damned: dealing with power and praxis in development anthropology Human Organization 52(4):380-97.

*Escobar, A. 1991 Anthropology and the development encounter American Ethnologist 18(4):658-82.

Week 6 - February 14 - 16 – Nutrition

Hansen, Art 1994 The illusion of local sustainability and self-sufficiency: famine in a border area of northwestern Zambia Human Organization 53(1):11-20.

Griffiths, Marcia 1999 Cultural tailoring in Indonesia’s national nutrition improvement program.  In Anthropology in Public Health, ed. R.A. Hahn, Oxford University Press, p. 182-207.

*de Walt, Kathleen 1993 Nutrition and the commercialization of agriculture: 10 years later Social Science and Medicine 36(11):1407-16.

*Daltabuit, Magali and Thomas L. Leatherman 1998 The biocultural impact of tourism on Mayan communities.  In Building a biocultural synthesis, ed. A.H. Goodman and T.L. Leatherman, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, p. 317-37.

Weeks 7 -  8 - February 21- March 1 – Epidemiology and Public Health

Lilienfeld, David E. and Paul D. Stolley, 1994 Foundations of Epidemiology, New York: Oxford University Press, Chapter 3, p. 36-55.

Hahn, Robert A., 1999 Anthropology and the enhancement of public health practice. In

Anthropology in Public Health, ed. R.A. Hahn, Oxford University Press, p. 3-24.

Armelagos, George J., et.al. 1992 Biocultural synthesis in medical anthropology Medical Anthropology 14(1): 35-52.

Oths, Kathryn S.  1998 Assessing variation in health status in the Andes:  A biocultural model Social Science and Medicine 47(8):1017-1030.

Whiteford, Linda M. 1993 Child and maternal health and international economic policies Social Science and Medicine 37(11):1391-1400.

*Hahn, R.A., 1995 Anthropology and Epidemiology: One Logic or Two?  In Sickness and Healing New Haven: Yale University Press. Chapter 5, p. 99-128.

*Paul, Benjamin 1958 The role of beliefs and customs in sanitation programs  American Journal of Public Health 48(11):1502-6.

*Ling, Jack C. et.al. 1992 Social marketing: it's place in public health Annual Review of Public Health 13:341-62

*Pillsbury, Barbara L.K. 1991 International Health: Overview and Opportunities.  In Training Manual in Applied Medical Anthropology, ed. Carole E. Hill, Washington DC: American Anthropological Association, p. 54-87.

Spring Break - March 6 – 11

Week 9 – March 13 - 15 - Clinical Anthropology

Stein, Howard F. 1986 'Sick people and trolls': A contribution to the understanding of the dynamics of physician explanatory models.  Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry  10:221-29.

Schiller, Nina Glick 1992 What’s wrong with this picture: The hegemonic construction of culture in AIDS research in the United States Medical Anthropology Quarterly 6(3):23-254.

*McCombie, S.C. 1989  The politics of immunization in public health. Social Science and Medicine 28(8):843-9.

*Katz, Pearl 1985 How surgeons make decisions.  In Physicians of Western Medicine:  Anthropological Approaches to Theory and Practice, ed. R.A. Hahn and A.D. Gaines, Dordrecht: D. Riedel Publishing Co., p. 155-75.

Weeks 10 -11 - March 20 - 29 – Refugees and Resettlement 
Abbink, John 1992 Settling the Surma: notes on an Ethiopian relief experiment Human Organization 51(2):174-80.

Prothero, R. Mansell 1994 Forced Movements of Population and Health Hazards in Tropical Africa International Journal of Epidemiology 23(4):657-664.

Guggenheim, Scott E. 1993 Peasants, planners and participation: resettlement in Mexico.  In Anthropological approaches to resettlement: policy, practice and theory.  Edited by .M. Cernea and S.E. Guggenheim, Boulder: Westview Press, Chapter 10, p. 201-28. 

Hopper, Kim 1993 On keeping an edge: translating ethnographic findings and putting them to use - NYC's homeless policy.  In Speaking the language of power: Communication, collaboration, and advocacy. Ed. D.M. Fetterman.  Washington: The Falmer Press,  p. 19-37.
*Cernea, Michael M. 1993 Anthropological and sociological research for policy development on population resettlement.  In Anthropological approaches to resettlement: policy, practice and theory. Edited by .M. Cernea and S.E. Guggenheim,  Boulder: Westview Press, Chapter 2, p. 13-38.

*Oliver-Smith, Anthony 1996 Anthropological research on hazards and disasters Annual Review of Anthropology 25:303-28.

Week 12 – April 3 - 5 – Linguistics,  Education, and Business

Leap, William 1987 Tribally controlled culture change: the Northern Ute language renewal project, in Anthropological praxis ed. R.M. Wulff and S.J. Fiske  Boulder: Westview Press,  p. 197-211.

Scott, George M., Jr. 1992 The advent of a cottage industry of Hmong Paj Ntaub textiles in southern California: the roles of an entrepreneur-patron, an applied anthropologist broker, and a shopping mall sale Human Organization 5(3):284-98.

*de Abascal-Hildebrand, Mary Lopez 1993 A school board's response to an ethnographic evaluation: or, whose evaluation is this, anyway? In   Speaking the language of power: Communication, collaboration, and advocacy. Ed. D.M. Fetterman.  Washington: The Falmer Press. p. 123-36.

Week 13 – April 10-12  - Cultural and Natural Resource Management
Downum, Christian E. and Laurie J. Price 1999 Applied Archaeology Human Organization 58(3):226-39.

McCabe, J. Terrence, Perkin, Scott, and Claire Schofield 1992 Can conservation and development be coupled among pastoral people? An examination of the Ngorongoro conservation area, Tanzania Human Organization 51(4):353-66.

Fisher, William A. 1994 Megadevelopment, environmentalism, and resistance: The institutional context of Kayapo indigenous politics in Central Brazil Human Organization 53(3):220-32.

*Orlove, Benjamin S. and Stephen B. Brush 1996 Anthropology and the conservation of biodiversity Annual Review of Anthropology 25:329-52.

Week 14  - April 17-19  Methodology

Agar, Michael and James McDonald 1995 Focus groups and ethnography. Human Organization 54(1):78-86.

Van Willigen, John and Billie R. deWalt 1985 Training Manual in Policy Ethnography. Washington DC: American Anthropological Association,  p. 46-64.

*Trotter, Robert T. II and Jean J. Schensul 1998 Methods in Applied Anthropology.  In Handbook of Methods in Cultural Anthropology, ed. H. R. Bernard, Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, p. 691-735.

*Manderson, Lenore and Peter Aaby 1992 An epidemic in the field: rapid assessment procedures and health research Social Science and Medicine 35(7):839-50.

Week 15 - April 24-26  - Evaluation and policy

Pillsbury, Barbara L.K. 1984 Evaluation and Monitoring. In Training Manual in Development Anthropology, ed. W. Partridge.  Washington: American Anthropological Association. p. 42-63.

Hess, G. Alfred, Jr. 1993 Testifying on the hill: Using ethnographic data to shape public policy.  In Speaking the language of power: Communication, collaboration, and advocacy. Ed. D.M. Fetterman.  Washington: The Falmer Press, p. 38-49.

*Weaver, Thomas 1985 Anthropology as a policy science: Part A: A critique Human Organization 44(2):97-105.

*Fluehr-Loban, Carolyn 1994 Informed consent in Anthropological Research: We are not exempt Human Organization 53(1):1-10.

May 1 – Last Day of Class

Class participation and attendance Policy:  Classroom discussions are a key feature of the course, and all students are encouraged to participate.  There are 20 total points (10% of the final grade) that each student begins with.  One absence is allowed without penalty.  For each additional absence, 5 points will be deducted. Thus if a student misses 5 or more classes, all of the class participation points are deducted, and the highest possible grade is B.  
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