Intersectionality and Women’s Health:  Ethnographic Approaches to Race, Class, Gender, and “Difference”

Prof. Marcia Inhorn

This interdisciplinary graduate seminar, open to students in public health, anthropology, and women’s studies, is designed to explore in an in-depth fashion how the intersections of race/class/gender and other axes of “difference” (i.e., age, sexual orientation, disability status, immigrant status) affect women’s health in the contemporary United States.  In this course, recent feminist approaches to intersectionality and “multiplicity of oppressions” theories will be introduced.  Weekly, student-led, feminist-oriented seminar discussions will revolve around twelve book-length ethnographic studies, which examine some aspect of intersectionality and women’s health outcomes in the U.S.  Through reading, thinking, talking, and writing about a series of ethnographic monographs, students in this course will gain broad exposure to a number of exigent women’s health issues in the U.S., issues of ethnographic research design, and the interdisciplinary theorizing of feminist, (medical) anthropological, and public health scholars.  Students will be graded on seminar participation, leadership of one seminar discussion, and a comparative written review of three books on black women’s health in the U.S.  Books to be covered in the seminar include:

Emily Martin, The Woman in the Body:  A Cultural Analysis of Reprodcution

Martha Ward, Poor Women, Powerful Men:  America’s Great Experiment in Family Planning

Leith Mullings, Stress and Resilience:  The Harlem Women’s Reproductive Health Project

Paul Farmer et al., Women, Poverty, and AIDS:  Sex, Drugs, and Structural Violence

Elisa Sobo, Choosing Unsafe Sex:  AIDS-Risk Denial Among Disadvantaged Women

Claire Sterk, Tricking and Tripping

Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down:  A Hmong Girl, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures

Pamela Ericksen, Teenage Childbearing in East L.A.

Mimi Nichter, Fat Talk:  What Girls and Their Parents Say About Dieting

Ellen Lewin, Lesbian Mothers:  Accounts of Gender in American Culture

Helena Ragone, Surrogate Motherhood:  Conception in the Heart

Gelya Frank, Venus on Wheels:  Two Decades of Dialogue on Disability, Biography, and Being Female in America

Renee White, Putting Risk in Perspective:  Black Teenage Lives in the Era of AIDS

Dorothy Roberts, Killing the Black Body:  Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty

Susan Smith, Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired:  Black Women’s Health Activism in America, 1890-1950
This course is a meet-together, and HBHE (SPH) is the home department.  Enrollment is limited, so students interested in taking the course must seek permission of the instructor.

Cost: 4.

