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This interdisciplinary course explores the field of global health (a.k.a. international health), particularly the serious health problems facing Third World populations.  The course provides an overview of the major initiatives and issues in international public health, as well as in-depth case studies of three nations (Haiti, Mali, Egypt).  Five major areas of focus include:  (1) a history and critique of the major international health agencies and their development paradigms; (2) the political ecology of infectious disease; (3) child survival; (4) women’s reproductive health; and (5) men’s health under “modernization.”  The underlying purpose of the course is to develop students’ awareness of the political, socioeconomic, ecological, and cultural complexity of most health problems in so-called “developing” nations and the consequent need for anthropological involvement in the field of global health. 

The course emphasizes three different anthropological approaches to global health: (1) Anthropology in Global Health:  This course will introduce the principles, methods, and approaches of applied medical anthropology in international health settings, whereby anthropologists attempt to develop effective public health education and disease control programs; (2) Anthropology of Global Health:  This course will examine the ways in which anthropologists attempt to understand global health problems in a larger cultural, historical, ecological, and political-economic context.  The importance of indigenous health culture, including ethnomedical understandings of and solutions to local public health problems, is emphasized;  (3) Anthropological Critiques of Global Health:  This course will examine the ways in which anthropologists have critically analyzed notions of health “development,” and have pointed out the difficulties of developing effective, long-term, public health interventions for many of the most serious global health problems.

Required Texts:  Four required texts are available at Ulrich’s and Michigan Book and Supply, and are also on two-hour reserve at the SPH Library.  They are:

1) Robert Hahn, Anthropology in Public Health:  Bridging Differences in Culture and Society

2) Paul Farmer, AIDS and Accusation:  Haiti and the Geography of Blame

3) Katherine Dettwyler, Dancing Skeletons:  Life and Death in West Africa

4) Marcia Inhorn, Quest for Conception:  Gender, Infertility, and Egyptian Medical Traditions

ASSIGNMENTS

1) Book Review: 20% of total grade

Write a (no longer than) five-page, typed, double-spaced book review of any one of the three ethnographies assigned in this course (Farmer, Dettwyler, or Inhorn; for Inhorn’s book, the entire book must be read).  A good book review includes the following elements:  (1) a compelling introduction; (2) a brief description of the book’s subject, location, and research methodology; (3) a concise summary of the book’s major themes and theoretical arguments (rather than a simple listing of “facts” or ethnographic details presented in the book); (4) a summary of the book’s strengths; (5) a critical evaluation of the book’s weaknesses (for example, in methodology, ethnographic richness, poor development of arguments, etc.); and (6) potential audiences for and uses of the book.  Please edit your review to make sure that it is well-written and logically constructed.  Coverage of the aforementioned elements, as well as clarity of writing, will be considered in grading.  This book review is due at the beginning of the class period in which the book is to be discussed (i.e., Oct. 16, Nov. 6, Nov. 29).  Late reviews turned in after these dates will not be accepted.

2) Two Chapter Abstract/Reviews: 10% each; 20% of total grade (Undergraduates ONLY) 
Write a two-page, typed, double-spaced paper for two of the chapters in the Anthropology in Public Health textbook.  You must choose chapters corresponding to two different sections of the course, to be turned in according to the dates listed in the Class Schedule (i.e., Sept. 20, Oct. 11, Nov. 1, Nov. 27, Dec.11).  The first page of each paper should be a descriptive abstract of the chapter, concisely summarizing the major thesis/themes of the chapter.  The second page of each paper should be an analytical review of the chapter.  It should not be a reiteration of the chapter’s content, but rather should involve your analytical assessment of the positive and/or negative aspects of the chapter itself, as well as the way in which the authors dealt with the particular public health problem/program being discussed.  

3) Midterm Examination:  25% of total grade:   Thursday, October 23

The midterm will be an in-class objective examination of material covered in class, including the first ethnography, and will involve true-false, multiple-choice, and fill-in-the-blank questions.  Hahn’s Anthropology in Public Health will not be included on the exam.

4)   Final Examination:  35% of total grade:  Wednesday, December 19, 8-10 am
The final examination will be an in-class objective examination of material covered in class since the mid-term, including the second and third ethnographies.  The format will be similar to the midterm exam, and Hahn’s Anthropology in Public Health will not be included.

5)   Final Paper:  20% of total grade (MPH and PhD Students ONLY)

Write a ten-page, typed, double-spaced paper, with additional references in Social Science & Medicine (SS&M) reference format, due any time before November 30.  There are two options for the paper:

Option A:

After reading Robert Hahn’s Anthropology in Public Health, write a paper in three sections, as follows:  (1) In your opinion, which two chapters best exemplify anthropology in global public health education or intervention programs?; (2) Which two chapters best exemplify anthropology of a global health problem, yielding an improved understanding of the problem on a local level?;  and (3) Which two chapters best exemplify the anthropological critique of global health institutions or programs that “fail to deliver.”  In each of the three sections, briefly describe the two studies, then justify your selection of them as superior examples in the particular category.  Reference each of the chapters you select in an additional page.

Option B:

Select a global health problem of interest to you, but one which has had significant anthropological involvement.  In your paper, include the following components:  1) an introduction to the epidemiology of the health problem and/or why this is a significant global health issue; 2) anthropological approaches to the problem, including the ways in which anthropologists’ studies have led to increased understanding of the problem, or ways in which anthropologists have helped to improve public health education or interventions; 3) a concluding section that suggests future directions for anthropologists and public health practitioners in addressing the problem at hand.  Include up to 3 additional pages of references.  Dr. Inhorn is happy to consult with you on paper topics, and suggest references.  Some recent topics of anthropological concern include:

Abortion 




Household Production of Health

Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI)

Immunization

Breastfeeding




Infant Care Practices and Infant Mortality

Breast and Cervical Cancers


Infertility and New Reproductive Technologies

Child Mortality



Malaria and Bednets

Cholera




Maternal Morbidity and Mortality

Circumcision (Female and Male)

Mental Health (many aspects of)

Community Health Workers


Nutrition and Malnutrition (many aspects of)

Community Health Promotion

Pharmaceuticals

Contraception (many aspects of)

Pregnancy and Prenatal Screening

Diabetes




Prenatal Sex Selection and Feticide

Diarrhea and ORT



Primary Health Care (many aspects of)

Ethnomedicine and Traditional Healers
Schistosomiasis

Gender Inequalities and Health/Care

Smoking and Tobacco use

Guinea Worm Eradication


Tuberculosis




HIV/AIDS (many aspects of)


War, Political Violence, and Refugee Health

CLASS SCHEDULE

Week /Dates

Topics



Readings 

Assignment

Part I:  History of International Health Development and Bureaucracies

1
Sept. 6

International Health



History

2
Sept. 11
International Health

Hahn Ch. 16

Bureaucracies and 

Initiatives

Primary Health Care and


The CPHC vs SPHC






Debate


Sept. 13
Community Participation
Hahn Ch. 14




and Community




Health Workers

3
Sept. 18
Traditional Healer

Hahn Ch. 13




Integration




Role of Anthropologists
Hahn Ch. 1




in International




Health Development

Sept. 20
Anthropological Challenges



Abstract/Reviews

and Critiques





Due for Hahn Ch.








1, 13, 14, or 16

 

Part II:  Political Ecology of Infectious Disease

4
Sept. 25
Infectious Disease 






Overview


Sept. 27
Four Models for Studying
Hahn Ch. 2




Infectious Diseases

Week/Dates

Topics



Readings

Assignment

5         Oct. 2

Diseases of Development:
Hahn Ch. 3




Schistosomiasis and




Trachoma




Control versus






Eradication: Trachoma
Slide Show





versus Smallpox

Oct. 4

Water and Sanitation:

Slide Show




“Scenes from an Egyptian




Village”

6 
Oct. 9

HIV/AIDS:  The Global
Hahn Ch. 4





Perspective

Oct. 11

“The Global Impact of  
Movie


Abstract/Reviews

AIDS”






Due for Hahn Ch.











2, 3, or 4

7
Oct. 16

AIDS and Accusation




In-Class











Discussion;











Book Review Due

Oct. 18

Midterm Examination



MIDTERM
Part III:  Child Survival

8
Oct. 23

The Child Survival






Initiative



Oct. 25

Breast vs Bottle

Hahn Ch. 9

9 Oct. 30

Immunizations

Acute Respiratory

Hahn Ch. 5




Infections

Nov. 1

Diarrhea and ORT




Abstract/Reviews










Due for Hahn Ch.










5 or 9 

10
Nov. 6

Dancing Skeletons




In-Class











Discussion;











Book Review Due

Week/Dates

Topics



Readings

Assignment
Part IV:  Women’s/Reproductive Health

10
Nov. 8

From Population Control
Hahn Ch. 6




to Reproductive Health

11 
Nov. 13
Demographic Models






of  “Transition”

Fertility and Family 

Hahn Ch. 12




Planning


Nov. 15
Safe Motherhood

12 Nov. 20
Traditional Birth Attendants:
Hahn Ch. 15

“Nyamakuta”


Movie


Nov. 22
Thanksgiving

13
Nov. 27
Female Circumcision:

Movie


Abstract/Reviews



“Rites”






Due for Hahn Ch.











6, 12, or 15


Nov. 29
Quest for Conception




Class Discussion:










Ch 1-4, 8-12 only;










Book Review Due


Nov. 30







Final Paper Due;

MPH/PhD Students Only    

Part V:  Men’s Health under “Modernization”
14        Dec. 4
Diseases of Modernization
Hahn Ch. 7, 11



And Industrialization



Tobacco 




Dec. 6

Substance Abuse and

Hahn Ch. 10




Violence

15  
Dec. 11
Political Violence &



Abstract/Reviews



Global Mental Health



Due for Hahn Ch.











7, 10, or 11

16
Dec. 19
Final Examination




8-10 am

1
6

