ANTHROPOLOGY 892:

POLITICAL ECOLOGY / ECONOMY OF HEALTH
Spring Semester 2005 Syllabus
Thursdays, 6:00-8:50 pm

321 Baker Hall, Michigan State University
Instructor:  Dr. Anne Ferguson (Department of Anthropology)

Office Hours:  Thursdays, 9:00-11:00 am

320 Baker Hall

Phone:  353-5040

E-mail:  fergus12@msu.edu

Course Description:
This course, designed for graduate students in anthropology and other social sciences, will introduce you to existing and emerging paradigms for studying the relationship among health, development, and global change, including political economy, political ecology, environmental justice, and human rights perspectives.  It will draw, in particular, on critical-interpretive literature in medical anthropology.  We have selected ethnographies and case studies from Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the US to illustrate the various theoretical frameworks, with emphasis on the health effects of (over-development( and (under-development.(  The final section of the course explores health policy and activism in the context of human rights based approaches to health.

The objectives of the course are to:

(
Explore how changes in the global political economy, including the promotion of free trade and other neoliberal policies, are affecting health and well-being

(
Evaluate how livelihoods and landscapes are being altered by these policies and practices and explore the health consequences of these changes

(
Examine how structural inequalities of gender, age, ethnicity, and race contribute to health disparities in the context of globalization

(
Explore people(s agency in the context of these global changes, particularly how human rights based approaches are being used to negotiate access to better health and treatment

Course Materials
The following materials are required:

Books:  These can be purchased from local book stores.

Baer, Hans A., Merrill Singer, and Ida Susser

2003
Medical Anthropology and the World System:  Second Edition.  Westport, CT:  Praeger.

Castro, Arachu and Merrill Singer, eds.

2004
Unhealthy Health Policy:  A Critical Anthropological Examination.  Walnut Creek, CA:  AltaMira Press.

Farmer, Paul

2001
Infections and Inequalities:  The Modern Plagues.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.

Harper, Janice

2002
Endangered Species:  Health, Illness, and Death Among Madagascar(s People of the Forest.  Durham, NC:  Carolina Academic Press.

Hofrichter, Richard, ed.

2000
Reclaiming the Environmental Debate:  The Politics of Health in a Toxic Culture.  Cambridge, MA:  The MIT Press.

Petchesky, Rosalind Pollack

2003
Global Prescriptions:  Gendering Health and Human Rights.  London:  Zed Books.

Turshen, Meredeth

1999
Privatizing Health Services in Africa.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University Press.

Articles:  These articles are available for purchase as a course packet from Budget Printing Center, 974 Trowbridge Road, East Lansing.  They are also on reserve in the Women and International Development Office, 206 International Center.

Ferguson, Anne

Forthcoming   (Water Reform, Gender, and HIV/AIDS:  Perspectives from Malawi.(  In Globalization, Water and Health:  Resource Management in Times of Scarcity, edited by Linda Whiteford and Scott Whiteford.  Santa Fe, NM:  School of American Research.

1997
(Imagining a New Political Ecology of Health.(  Paper presented at the American Anthropological Association Meetings, Washington, DC, November 19-23.

Freedman, Lynn P.

1999
(Reflections on Emerging Frameworks of Health and Human Rights.(  In Health and Human Rights:  A Reader, edited by Jonathan M. Mann, Sofia Gruskin, Michael A. Grodin, and George J. Annas.  New York:  Routledge, pp. 227-252.

Holtz, Tim

2000
(Tragedy Without End:  The 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster.(  In Dying for Growth:  Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor, edited by Jim Yong Kim, Joyce Millen, John Gershman, and Alec Irwin.  Monroe, ME:  Common Courage Press, pp. 245-259.

Mann, Jonathan M., Lawrence Gostin, Sofia Gruskin, Troyen Brennan, Zita Lazzarini, and Harvey Fineberg

1999
(Health and Human Rights.(  In Health and Human Rights:  A Reader, edited by Jonathan M. Mann et al.  New York:  Routledge, pp. 7-20.

Morsy, Soheir

1990
(Political Economy in Medical Anthropology.(  In Medical Anthropology:  Contemporary Theory and Method, edited by Carolyn M. Sargent and Thomas M. Johnson.  New York:  Praeger, pp. 26-46.

Paulson, Susan, Lisa L. Gezon, and Michael Watts

2004
(Politics, Ecologies, Genealogies.(  In Political Ecology across Spaces, Scales, and Social Groups, edited by Susan Paulson and Lisa L. Gezon.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University Press, pp. 17-37.

Sze, Julie

2004
(Gender, Asthma Politics, and Urban Environmental Justice Activism.(  In New Perspectives on Environmental Justice:  Gender, Sexuality, and Activism, edited by Rachel Stein.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University Press, pp. 177-190.

Thorson, Anna and Vinod K. Diwan

2003
(Gender and Tuberculosis:  A Conceptual Framework for Identifying Gender Inequalities.(  In The Return of the White Plague:  Global Poverty and the (New( Tuberculosis, edited by Matthew Gandy and Alimuddin Zumla.  London:  Verso, pp. 55-69.

E-Articles:  These articles are available online.  If you cannot print them, they are available for photocopying from the Women and International Development Program, 206 International Center.

Baylies, Carolyn

2002
(The Impact of AIDS on Rural Households in Africa:  A Shock Like Any Other?(  Development and Change 33(4):611-632.

Dinham, Barbara and Satinath Sarangi

2002
(The Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984(?  The Evasion of Corporate Responsibility.(  Environment and Urbanization 14(1):89-99.

Farmer, Paul

1999
(Pathologies of Power:  Rethinking Health and Human Rights.(  American Journal of Public Health 89(10)1486-1496.

Jayne, Thom S., Marcela Villarreal, Prabhu Pingali, and G(nter Hemrich

2004
(Interactions between the Agricultural Sector and the HIV/AIDS Pandemic:  Implications for Agricultural Policy.(  MSU International Development Paper No.25. http://www.aec.msu.edu/agecon/fs2/adult_death/cross_cutting/idp25.pdf

Listorti, James A.

1999
(Is Environmental Health Really a Part of Economic Development ( Or Only an Afterthought?(  Environment and Urbanization 11(1):89-100.

Mtika, Mike Mathambo

2001
(The AIDS Epidemic in Malawi and its Threat to Household Food Security.(  Human Organization 60(2):178-188.

Parkhurst, Justin O. and Louisiana Lush

2004
(The Political Environment of HIV:  Lessons from a Comparison of Uganda and South Africa.(  Social Science and Medicine 59(9):1913-1924.

Assignments and Grading
Course grades are based on:

Class Participation and Reaction Papers ( 1/3

Mid-Term Examination( 1/3

Research Paper ( 1/3

Class Participation and Reaction Papers:  You are expected to attend all classes, to have completed the readings and other assignments prior to class, and to participate actively in class discussions.

You are expected to write a short (reaction( paper every other week and to post it on the class ANGEL Website by no later than Wednesday at 12:00 noon before Thursday(s class so other class members can read it.  This three-page, double-spaced paper is to consist of critical reflections on the week(s readings, not summaries of these readings.  Students should draw on previous class readings and discussions to assess the current week(s readings.

Mid-Term Exam:  You will be given a take-home, essay mid-term examination on March 17, to be returned on March 24.

Research Paper:  You are expected to write a 15-page research paper discussing how the course readings have contributed to formulating your own research topics and questions, or how the course material relates to your current employment.  Research papers will be due April 28.

Integrity Policy:  The class will be guided by the University Integrity of Scholarship and Grades policy which can be found on the Web at http://www.vps.msu.edu.SpLife/rule32.htm.

Part I.  Theoretical Approaches to Health
January 13.  Introduction to the Course
Video:  State of Denial
January 20.  Medical Anthropology and Political Economy
Baer, Hans A. et al.

2003
Medical Anthropology and the World System:  Second Edition.

Chapter 1 ~ Medical Anthropology:  Central Concepts and Development

Chapter 2 ~ Theoretical Perspectives in Medical Anthropology

Farmer, Paul

2001
Infections and Inequalities:  The Modern Plagues.

Introduction

Chapter 1 ~ The Vitality of Practice:  On Personal Trajectories

Chapter 2 ~ Rethinking (Emerging Infectious Diseases(
January 27.  The Effects of Political Economy and Structural Violence on Health
Speaker:  Dr. Kristin Peterson, Department of Anthropology
Morsy, Soheir

1990
(Political Economy in Medical Anthropology.(  In Medical Anthropology:  Contemporary Theory and Method, pp. 26-46.

Parkhurst, Justin O. and Louisiana Lush

2004
(The Political Environment of HIV:  Lessons from a Comparison of Uganda and South Africa.(  Social Science and Medicine 59(9):1913-1924.

Farmer, Paul

1999
Infections and Inequalities:  The Modern Plagues.

Chapter 3 ~ Invisible Women:  Class, Gender, and HIV

Chapter 4 ~ The Exotic and the Mundane:  Human Immunodeficiency Virus in the Caribbean

Chapter 5 ~ Culture, Poverty, and HIV Transmission:  The Case of Rural Haiti

February 3.  The Effects of Political Economy and Structural Violence on Health:  The (New( Tuberculosis
Thorson, Anna and Vinod K. Diwan

2003
(Gender and Tuberculosis:  A Conceptual Framework for Identifying Gender Inequalities.(  In The Return of the White Plague:  Global Poverty and the (New Tuberculosis, pp. 55-69.

Farmer, Paul

1999
Infections and Inequalities:  The Modern Plagues.

Chapter 7 ~ The Consumption of the Poor:  Tuberculosis in the Late Twentieth Century

Chapter 8 ~ Optimism and Pessimism in Tuberculosis Control:  Lessons from Rural Haiti

Chapter 9 ~ Immodest Claims of Causality:  Social Scientists and the (New( Tuberculosis

February 10.  Human Rights Based Approaches
Speaker:  Holly Dygert, Department of Anthropology
Freedman, Lynn P.

1999
(Reflections on Emerging Frameworks of Health and Human Rights.(  In Health and Human Rights:  A Reader, pp. 227-252.

Mann, Jonathan M. et al.

1999
(Health and Human Rights.(  In Health and Human Rights:  A Reader, pp. 7-20.

Petchesky, Rosalind Pollack

2003
Global Prescriptions:  Gendering Health and Human Rights.

Chapter 1 ~ Transnationalizing Women(s Health Movements

Chapter 2 ~ The UN Conferences as Sites of Discursive Struggle:  Gains and Fault Lines

February 17.  Human Rights and World Systems
Farmer, Paul

1999
(Pathologies of Power:  Rethinking Health and Human Rights.(  American Journal of Public Health 89(10)1486-1496.

Baer, Hans A. et al.

2003
Medical Anthropology and the World System:  Second Edition.

Chapter 12 ~ The Pursuit of Health as a Human Right:  Health Praxis and the Struggle for a Healthy World

Petchesky, Rosalind Pollack

2003
Global Prescriptions:  Gendering Health and Human Rights.

Chapter 3 ~ HIV/AIDS and the Human Right to Health:  On a Collision Course with Global Capitalism

Chapter 4 ~ Managing Health Under Global Capitalism:  Equity vs Productivity

February 24.  Political Ecology of Health
Ferguson, Anne

1997
(Imagining a New Political Ecology of Health.(  Paper presented at the American Anthropological Association Meetings, Washington, DC, November 19-23.

Paulson, Susan et al.

2004
(Politics, Ecologies, Genealogies.(  In Political Ecology across Spaces, Scales, and Social Groups, pp. 17-37.

Harper, Janice

2002
Endangered Species:  Health, Illness, and Death Among Madagascar(s People of the Forest.

Chapter 1 ~ Introduction

Chapter 2 ~ The Anthropology of Forest Medicine Use

Chapter 3 ~ The Research Setting

Chapter 4 ~ No Other Place on Earth:  The Historical Context of Environmental Change in Madagascar

March 3.  Political Ecology as Practice
Harper, Janice

2002
Endangered Species:  Health, Illness, and Death Among Madagascar(s People of the Forest
Chapter 5 ~ Social Status and Access to Land

Chapter 6 ~ Dividing That Which Cannot Be Divided:  Ancestry and Ethnicity in Ranotsara

Chapter 7 ~ Naturalizing Sickness

Chapter 8 ~ Life and Death in Ranotsara

Chapter 9 ~ Conclusion

Listorti, James A.

1999
(Is Environmental Health Really a Part of Economic Development ( Or Only an Afterthought?(  Environment and Urbanization 11(1):89-100.

Video:  Women, Love and Flowers
March 10.  Spring Break
March 17.  Political Ecology and HIV/AIDS, Agriculture, and Food Security
Mid-Term Exam handed out
Speaker:  Dr. Cynthia Donovan, Department of Agricultural Economics
Baylies, Carolyn

2002
(The Impact of AIDS on Rural Households in Africa:  A Shock Like Any Other?(  Development and Change 33(4):611-632.

Ferguson, Anne

Forthcoming   (Water Reform, Gender, and HIV/AIDS:  Perspectives from Malawi.(  In

Globalization, Water and Health:  Resource Management in Times of Scarcity.

Jayne, Thom S. et al.

2004
(Interactions between the Agricultural Sector and the HIV/AIDS Pandemic:  Implications for Agricultural Policy.(  MSU International Development Paper No.25.  http://www.aec.msu.edu/agecon/fs2/adult_death/cross_cutting/idp25.pdf

Mtika, Mike Mathambo

2001
(The AIDS Epidemic in Malawi and its Threat to Household Food Security.(  Human Organization 60(2):178-188.

March 24.  Environmental Justice
Mid-Term Exam due
Speaker:  Victor Torres Velez, Department of Anthropology
Hofrichter, Richard, ed.

2000
Reclaiming the Environmental Debate:  The Politics of Health in a Toxic Culture.

Chapter 1 ~ Introduction:  Critical Perspectives on Human Health and the Environment

Chapter 2 ~ The Social Production of Cancer:  A Walk Upstream

Chapter 4 ~ Brownfields and the Redevelopment of Communities:  Linking Health, Economy, and Justice

Chapter 5 ~ Place Matters

Sze, Julie

2004
(Gender, Asthma Politics, and Urban Environmental Justice Activism.(  In New Perspectives on Environmental Justice:  Gender, Sexuality, and Activism, pp. 177-190.

March 31.  Environmental Justice, continued
Speaker:  Dr. Barbara Rose Johnston, Senior Research Fellow, Center for Political Ecology, Santa Cruz, California
Dinham, Barbara and Satinath Sarangi

2002
(The Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984(?  The Evasion of Corporate Responsibility.(  Environment and Urbanization 14(1):89-99.

Holtz, Tim

2000
(Tragedy Without End:  The 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster.(  In Dying for Growth:  Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor, pp. 245-259.

Articles to be added by Barbara Rose Johnston

Part II.  Health Activism and Policy
April 7.  Structural Adjustment and Health Services in Africa
Guest Discussant:  Natalie Bourdon, Department of Anthropology
Turshen, Meredeth

1999
Privatizing Health Services in Africa.

Chapters 1-7

April 14.  National Policies and Health Care Distribution
Speaker:  Sue Schneider, Department of Anthropology
Castro, Arachu and Merrill Singer, eds.

2004
Unhealthy Health Policy:  A Critical Anthropological Examination.

Introduction ~ Anthropology and Health Policy:  A Critical Perspective

Chapter 5 ~ Shifting Policies toward Traditional Midwives:  Implications for Reproductive Health Care in Pakistan

Chapter 8 ~ Contracepting at Childbirth:  The Integration of Reproductive Health and Population Polices in Mexico

Chapter 9 ~ How Healthy Are Health and Population Policies?  The Indian Experience

Chapter 22 ~ Home Birth Emergencies in the United States:  The Trouble with Transport

April 21.  National Policies and Health Care Distribution, continued
Speaker:  Dr. Linda Hunt, Department of Anthropology
Castro, Arachu and Merrill Singer, eds.

2004
Unhealthy Health Policy:  A Critical Anthropological Examination.

Introduction ~ Anthropology and Health Policy:  A Critical Perspective

Chapter 6 ~ The Contradictions of a Revolving Drug Fund in Post-Soviet Tajikistan:  Selling Medicines to Starving Patients

Chapter 7 ~ Equity in Access to AIDS Treatment in Africa:  Pitfalls among Achievements

Chapter 19 ~ Why Is It Easier to Get Drugs Than Drug Treatment in the United States?

April 28.  Social Justice and Access to Care
Research Paper due

Castro, Arachu and Merrill Singer, eds.

2004
Unhealthy Health Policy:  A Critical Anthropological Examination.

Chapter 10 ~ Happy Children with AIDS:  The Paradox of a Healthy National Program in an Unequal and Exclusionary Brazil

Chapter 13 ~ Social Illegitimacy as a Foundation of Health Inequality:  How the Political Treatment of Immigrants Illuminates a French Paradox

Chapter 14 ~ The Indian Health Transfer Policy in Canada:  Toward Self-Discrimination or Cost Containment?

Chapter 15 ~ Land and Rural New Mexican Hispanics( Mistrust of Federal Programs:  The Unintended Consequences of Medicaid Eligibility Rules

13

