Qualitative Research Methods: HBHE 253/NUTR 354, Spring 2002

Wednesdays, 4-6:30,  331 Rosenau

Instructors:

Dr. Allan Steckler

316 Roseanau, steckler@email.unc.edu

Dr. Margaret Bentley

2208 McGavran-Greenberg, pbentley@unc.edu

T.A.  Ms. Betsy Tolley, etolley@email.unc.edu


Materials Required:

H. Russell Bernard (2000). Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Sage Publications. 

Dettwyler, K.  (1994) Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa, Waveland Press Inc.

Required readings in binder for copying:  Where available TBA 

AnSWR – CDC qualitative analysis software is downloadable off the web at http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/software/answr.htm.  We will also obtain some copies on disk to circulate.

Gittelsohn, J., Pelto, P, Bentley, M., Bhattacharyya, K., Jensen, J.  Rapid Assessment Procedures (RAP) - Ethnographic Methods to Investigate Women's Health  (this is free, download from http://www.unu.edu/unupress/food2/UIN01E/UIN01E00.HTML)

Requirements for course:

1. Ethnographic Field Guide/Informed Consent  

(Due 2/01/02):
  
 10 pts

2. First Key Informant or Depth Interview  


(Due 2/20/02)

 10 pts

3. Observational Write-up




(Due 3/06/02)

 15 pts

4. Second Key Informant, Depth or Other Interview
(Due 3/27/02)


 20 pts

5. Final Presentation - Team Effort



(Due 417/02)

 30 pts

6. Class Participation







 15 pts
100 pts

Class 1

 January 9, 2002
TOPIC:  Review of Syllabus, Introductions,

Qualities of Qualitative Research 
(AS)

The Methodological Toolbox: 

(PB)

· Brief overview of qualitative methods

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Topic Generation - in-class free listing exercise

ASSIGNMENT

Identify topic for class project and begin group formation

Presentation of a research issue and ‘bring your favorite theory’ to next class for discussion

Class 2

 January 16, 2002
TOPIC:  
The Use of Ethnography and Ethnographic Approaches in Public Health  (PB)

How Theoretical Perspectives Influence Research Questions and Design (PB, AS, BT)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Group formation and identification of research question

REQUIRED READING

SRM Chapter 1, Chapter 3, pp.74-82

“Why Public Health Matters”, (1999) AJPH Nov, Vol 89, 1999

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Sallis, JF.  “Ecological Models” in Glanz, Lewis, Rimer (eds.) Health Behavior and Health Education.  San Francisco, CA, Jossey-Bass, 1991, p.403-424.

Lincoln, YS.  (1992) Sympathetic Connections Between Qualitative Methods and Health Research.  Qualitative Health Research, November, p. 374-391.

.  

ASSIGNMENT:  Groups plan and begin literature review

Class 3

 January 23, 2002
TOPIC:  Planning for Fieldwork 

(PB, AS)

· Entering the field: access, gatekeepers, ethics

· Research Questions

· Sources of Data

· Ethics

Institutional Review Board 
(Bob Schreiner)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY;  Work on IRB submission

REQUIRED READING

SRM Ch. 3, pp. 65-73, 83-98.

Fluehr-Lobban, (1994)  “Informed consent in Anthropological Research.  We are not Exempt”; Human Organization, 53(1): 1-10.

Bentley et al, Infant feeding practices of low-income, African American adol mothers: an ecological, multigenerational perspective, Soc Sci Med 49, 1085-1100

RECOMMENDED READINGS  - TBA

ASSIGNMENT:  Continue working on IRB submission

Class 4

 January 30, 2002
TOPIC:  Fieldwork Design: Preparing the IRB

(AS, BT)

· Finalizing research protocol and plan

· Details of implementation

· Methods and sampling

· Data collection and management

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Continue working on IRB submission

REQUIRED READING

SRM, Chapter 9

Scrimshaw & Hurtado (1992) RAP Qualitative Methodologies for Planning and Evaluation of Health Related Programmes, pp.1-13

RECOMMENDED READINGS 

Patton, Designing Qualitative Studies, pp.145-196

McLellan, E et al.  Beyond the Qualitative Interview: Data Preparation and Transcription, CDC paper.

ASSIGNMENT:   IRB Submission due to instructors on 2/1/02 at 5:00 pm

Class 5

 February 6, 2002
TOPIC:  Focus Group Discussions

(AS)

· What they are

· Managing dynamics

· Role of moderator, note takers

· Notes, transcription, tape recorder etc.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY: Focus Group Exercise (3 small groups?)

REQUIRED READINGS

Helizer-Allen, (1994) Obtaining Sensitive Information: The Need for More than Focus Groups, Reproductive Health Matters, 3: 75-82.

Mahyar Mofidi, R. Gary Rozier, and Rebecca S. King, “Problems With Access to Dental Care for Medicaid-Insured Children: What Caregivers Think,”  Am J Public Health 2002 92: 53-58.

http://www.ajph.org/search.dtl (type in Mofidi in the appropriate box, click on search)

RECOMMENDED READINGS

ASSIGNMENT:  Conduct and write up key informant or in-depth interview

Class 6

 February 13, 2002
TOPIC:   Individual Interviews

(PB)

· When to use them

· Types: Key Informant, In-Depth Interviews

· Asking Questions 

· Developing Guides

· Wring up and Interview

· Issues of Language

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Practice Interviewing; Revise Interview Guide, if needed

REQUIRED READING

SRM Chapter 6

McDonald et al. (2001).  When is Sex Safe? Insiders’ Views on Sexually Transmitted Disease Prevention and Treatment.  Health Education & Behavior, 28(5): 624-642.

Bender, DE et al. (2001)  Tell me What You Mean by “Si”: Perceptions of Quality in Prenatal Care Among Immigrant Latina Women, Qualitative Health Research, 11(6): 780-794.

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Spradley, JP (1979) The Ethnographic Interview, pp.25-77

McDonald et al. (2001).  When is Sex Safe? Insiders’ Views on Sexually Transmitted Disease Prevention and Treatment.  Health Education & Behavior, 28(5): 624-642.

Bender, DE et al. (2001)  Tell me What You Mean by “Si”: Perceptions of Quality in Prenatal Care Among Immigrant Latina Women, Qualitative Health Research, 11(6): 780-794.

ASSIGNMENT:  Develop data collection plan in groups

Class 7

 February 20, 2002
TOPIC:  Observational Methods

(PB, BT)

· Unstructured methods

· Use of checklists and other structured methods

· Issues of reliability and validity in observational methods

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  In-class observational method  (video)

REQUIRED READING

 SRM, Chapter 10

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Shankar,  Eating from a Shared Plate….

ASSIGNMENT

Conduct FGD or additional interviews as planned

 First key informant/in-depth interview write-up due

Class 8

 February 27, 2002
TOPIC:  Introduction to Analysis   

(BT, KMQ)

· Overview of process

· Ensuring rigor (concepts and audit trail)

· Introduction to Software

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Introduction to Coding

REQUIRED READING

SRM, Chapter 11

McQueen & Milstein, (1999)  "A Systems Approach to Qualitative Data Management and Analysis", Field Methods, Vol. 11(1):27-39.

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Denzin & Lincoln, Chapter 29  [need to get from Betsy]

MacQueen Et al.  (200?)  Codebook Development for Team-Based Qualitative Analysis.  Cultural Anthropology Methods, 10(2): 31-36.

ASSIGNMENT: Conduct an observation and write it up; Begin assembling materials for audit trail

 Class 9

 March 6, 2002
TOPIC: Data Display and Reduction: Developing matrices and visual displays

(BT)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Teams work on further coding and data display and reduction activities

REQUIRED READING

 SRM, Chapters 12-13

Ulin et al.  (2002) Guidebook for Qualitative Methods, chapter 6
RECOMMENDED READINGS

TBA 

ASSIGNMENT

 Develop coding scheme for group work and begin coding in-depth interviews and fgds

Observational exercise due

SPRING BREAK

March 13, 2001

Read Dancing Skeletons and prepare questions/issues for discussion

Class 10

 March 20, 2002
TOPIC:  Discussion of Dancing Skeletons

(PB, BT)

Data Interpretation 

Presentation of Qualitative Methods  (Beth Robinson, Family Health International)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Teams continue analysis

REQUIRED READING

 Ulin et al.  (2002) Guidebook for Qualitative Methods, chapters 7 and 8

RECOMMENDED READINGS: TBA

ASSIGNMENT: Conduct in-depth interviews or fgds as planned, type and review

Continue to review, code texts
Class 11

 March 27, 2002

TOPIC:  Structured Methods


(PB, SJ)

· Free-listing

· Pile-sorting

· Ranking

Multi-Dimensional Scaling

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY: Pile sort activity and analysis

REQUIRED READING

SRM, pp.264-276

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Verma, R et al. (2001) A study of male sexual health problems in a Mumbai slum population, Culture, Health & Sexuality, 3(3): 339-352.

Schensul, S. et al. Male to Male Sex Among Adolescents and Young Adults in Sri Lanka: Implications for Sexual Risk.  Presented at 5th Sri Lanka Conference, August 10-13, 1995. 

ASSIGNMENT:  Second key informant, depth or other interview due (check with instructors if planning to use another technique)

Class 12

 April 3, 2002
TOPIC:  Linking Qualitative to Quantitative Methods

(AS, PB)

Presentation of EZ-Text (AS)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Teams plan presentations

REQUIRED READING

Steckler et al.  (1992) "Toward Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods, An Introduction", Health Education Quarterly, Vol. 19(1):  

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Carey, JW (1993)  Linking Qualitative and Quantitative Methods: Integrating Cultural Factors Into Pubic Health.  Qualitative Health Research, 3(3): 298-318.

ASSIGNMENT:   Work on final presentations in groups
Class 13

 April 10, 2002
TOPIC:  Tying It All Together 


(AS, PB)

IN-CLASS ACTIVITY:  Teams work on presentations

REQUIRED READING: TBA

RECOMMENDED READINGS: TBA

ASSIGNMENT: Finalize presentations 
Class 13-15

 April 17, 24 and May 1, 2002
Final Presentations by Class Teams

Class Evaluations of Course

1
5

