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Minding the Borders/Exceeding the Boundaries
Thinking Through Theory in Medical Anthropology



This seminar introduces students to medical anthropology by way of a questioning of its thematic and ethnographic "boundaries" traced theoretically and methodologically.  It is intended to complement 240 A-B and is a required course for medical anthropology graduate students.  The organization of materials works through chronological development of the field and the labeled methodological movements (transcultural psychiatry, political economy, medical pluralism, anthropology of the body, etc.) by way of thematic undertakings in the subdiscipline. The "grand theories" that have concerned the discipline since its inception include: epistemologies of the nature and causes of affliction; theorizing the locations of affliction, and critiques of intervention as intervention.  . The intention is to think through theory in the subdiscipline as a matter of both redefining its boundaries and observing how successful these boundaries are at capturing the lived experience of and structured possibilities of suffering, disease and healing. The hope is to ignite inspiration as well as rigor in our reading of the materials, and creativity in their wake.  The second portion of the course (205B, winter quarter) works through ethnographic approaches to Science, Technology and Medicine Studies in postcolonial perspective.  The goal here is to educate students in methods of critical analysis that enhance their understanding of the global conjunctures that both arouse and attempt to alleviate human suffering and to develop insights about the methods of ethnography in this process.  


Evaluation

Grading for each quarter of the course is based on final papers (two) and on seminar participation.  The latter includes at least two presentations and submission of weekly précises.  A précis is a short (no more than a page) summary and discussion of readings focusing on (1) the primary argument, (2) the units of analysis, and (3) the intellectual and disciplinary context.  It should be brought to class the day the seminar meets.  Participants will rotate responsibilities for leading the discussions each week.

The papers should each be a critical evaluation of one ethnographic and analytical approach to the topic of medical science, focusing on an assessment of the relationship between medical anthropology and science studies.  It should be no more than 15 pages, double spaced.  Papers are due one week after the final meeting of the seminar.  There will be no extensions.

Readers:

All of the readings for the class, except books, can be found in the class reader file (front desk with Clair Dunne).   You can order the book (s) through your favorite local book merchant.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND MEDICINE STUDIES 

IN POSTCOLONIAL PERSPECTIVE

See course description from Part One.  Course requirements are the same.

Week One: Lessons from the Body—Medical Anthropology’s “Science” outside the clinic

Required reading:

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy and Margaret Lock The Mindful Body: A prolegomenon to future work in medical anthropology” (MAQ)

Martin, Emily “Towards an Anthropology of Immunology: The Body as Nation State”  MAQ 

Casper, Monica and L. Moore “Inscribing bodies/Inscribing the Future: Gender, Sex, and Reproduction in Outer Space”  Sociological Perspectives

Week Two: Medical Anthropology’s “Science” in the Clinic

Required reading:

Lella, Joseph and Dorothy Pawluch “Medical Student and the Cadaver in Social and Cultural Contexts” from Biomedicine Examined.
Collins, HM “Dissecting Surgery: Forms of Life Depersonalized” social Studies of Science

Hirshauer, S “The Manufacture of Bodies in Surgery” Social Studies of Science

Week Three: Science Studies an Interdisciplinary Pursuit

Required reading:

Traweek, Sharon “An Introduction to Cultural and Social Studies of Sciences and Technologies” Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry

Latour, Bruno “Visualization and Cognition: Seeing with Eyes and Hands”

Latour, Bruno “Postmodern? No, Simply Amodern: Steps Toward an Anthropology of Science: Studies in the History and Philosophy of Science 21(1): 145-171, 1990.

Week Four:  Biopolitics—Sciences of Life and Self Discipline

Required Reading:

Donna Haraway “Biopolitics of Immunology” from Simians, Cyborgs….

Paul Rabinow “Severing The Ties: Fragmentation and Dignity in Late Modernity” from Essays on the Anthropology of Reason 

Agamben, Giorgio Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life (introduction and pp. 144-188). 

Week Five: Science’s inward and outward expansions: Classifications and Transnational Encounters 

Required Reading:

Bowker, Geoffrey C.and Leigh Star “The ICD as Information Infrastructure” chapter 3 from Sorting Things Out
Fujimora, Joan “Transnational Genomics: Transgressing the Boundary Between the “Modern/West and the “premodern/East”” in  Reid and Traweek’s Doing Science+culture 

Walsh, Vivien and Jordan Goodman “From Taxol to Taxol : The Changing Identities and Ownership of an Anti-Cancer Drug” MA 21, 2002.

Week Six: Postcolonial Critiques of Science and Medical Science

Required Reading:

Nandy, Ashis Science, Hegemony and Violence (Introduction)

Visvanathan, Shiv  On the Annals of the Laboratory State,  from Science, Hegemony and Violence, above. 

Harding, Sandra Is Science Multicultural? (Introduction)

Week Seven: Other Encounters with Traveling Science   

Gilman, Sander “Medical Colonialism and disease: Lam Qua and the creation of Westernized medical iconography in nineteenth century China”  From Disease and Representaion.

Anderson, Warwick “The Third-World Body” Roger Cooter, ed. Medicine in the Twentieth Century, Harwood Publishers, 2000

Marglin, Frederique, “Smallpox in Two Systems of Knowledge” in Dominating Knowledge

Week Eight: Interrogating Development: Humanism and the Impulse to AID as Postcolonial Science

Required reading:
Nichter, Mark  “Kyasanur Forest Disease: A Disease of Development” (MAQ)

Jim Ferguson, The Anti-Politics Machine (chapters one and two)
Lisa Maalki, “Speechless Emissaries: refugees, humanitarianism and Dehistoricization” Cultural Anthropology 11(3):377-404, 1996

Week Nine: Traveling Science, Transforming Knowledge, Resilient Theories

Farmer, Paul   AIDS and Accusation  (entire book)  OR
Verran, Helen Science and an African Logic  (entire book)

Week Ten: Making Sense of the Difference along the Trajectories of Science

Required reading:

Pigg, Stacy Leigh “Languages of Sex and AIDS in Nepal: Notes on the Social Production of Commensurability”  Cultural Anthropology

Lock, Margaret “Contesting the Natural in Japan: Moral Dilemmas and Technologies of Dying” Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry

Jean Langford, “Medical mimesis: healing signs of a cosmopolitan ‘quack’” American Ethnologist 26(1):24-46, 1999.

