Anthropology 4070/6070

Belief, Symbols and Systems of Thought

CS 209

MW 1:30-2:45

Dr. Anne Sutherland

335 Sparks Hall

asutherland@gsu.edu         tel:404 -463-9494

Office Hours: 2:45 - 3:30 MW

This is a class considers various anthropological approaches to the belief systems, world view, and  religions of various cultures. It is an introduction to the ways in which anthropologists look at these phenomena. We will look at belief systems from a variety of societies, and we will try to make sense of a number of theories and methods that have been proposed to analyze these belief systems . We will be concerned with several  principal questions - what do people believe,  why do they believe it , how does what they believe explain the unknown, how it affects and is affected by their society and culture. 

Requirements for course: 

Attendance is required. See hand out on discussion preparation. 25% of grade.

There will be two exams on the readings which are intended to determine your understanding of the material in the course. The exams will include a short essay, definitions of terms, and use of examples.  50% of grade

Students will write a  paper on a particular ritual in which the theoretical material from the course and the methods of analysis are applied to a particular religion. The student will use ethnographic methods to analyze and record the event. Students should select a ritual to observe and  may go alone or with any other student from the class. Try to visit the ritual at least twice during the semester. Take notes on the sequence of actions in the ritual and ask a ritual specialist about the meaning of particular acts. This will be the data for your final paper. 

The final paper will a) describe the ritual, b) give the ritual specialists’ interpretation of the ritual  c) include your own comments on the fit between the ritual actions and the meanings given,  and d)  reflect on your field experience and the meaning of the ritual in the larger culture. The final paper should also include definitions of terms used and any of the theoretical or analytical methods from the class readings that are relevant. Your paper must include ideas from the readings that help to understand the ritual you have observed.  Have a title page with your name on it and number your pages. Length: 10 -15 pages.  25% of grade.

Graduate Students will make an additional oral presentation to class.
Caveats: From time to time we may need to make adjustments to this schedule. Changes will be announced in class.  It is your responsibility to keep up with the changes. Students with registered disabilities please see me in the first two weeks of class to discuss adjustments.  
Required Reading: 
Lehmann, Arthur and Myers, James. Magic, Witchcraft and Religion, Mountain View: Mayfield Press, 5th edition, 2001.  (Referred to as LM)

Klass, Morton. Ordered Universes: Approaches to the Anthropology of Religion

Boulder: Westview Press, 1995.

Other readings are on electronic reserve in the Docuweb system under

Course:  ANTH 4070        (or 6070) 

User Name: GSSA 4070   (or 6070)

Password: SA4070HB

4070 is numeric. All letters in upper case

 Daily Schedule
Jan. 7 Monday      Introduction to class and world religions.  Discussion of paper.

9W
 Klass, Chapters 1-3. What range of phenomena constitutes religion/belief systems/world view. What elements are included in an anthropological definition of religion.

14 M    Durkheim and Mauss, “Primitive Classification and Elementary Forms of Religious Life.(Docuweb)

16 W
Klass, Chapters 4-7.  What is the ‘supernatural?’ A model of reality? Expressive and Instrumental aspects of religious beliefs. Values.

21M    MLK day. no class
23W 
Geertz, Religion as a Cultural System (Docuweb)

28M   Mary Douglas “Pollution (Docuweb) and “Taboo” (LM 68)   Gypsies, pollution beliefs.

30 W Victor Turner “The Liminal Period in Ritual Symbolism.”(LM,46)

Feb. 4 M   Leach, “Magical Hair” (Docuweb)   and Dubisch, “You are what you Eat” (LM 73)

6 W    Exam I
11 M Klass, Chapters 8-11 Religious explanation of suffering and death, Religious specialists and congregations.

Turn in one page on the ritual you plan to observe or have already observed. Give the time and place of the ritual and references on the larger aspects of the belief system involved in the ritual that you will use as bibliography. What will you be looking for in the ritual, what methods will you use, who are the ritual specialists you hope to interview,  what are  the larger questions about ritual or religion that you hope to explore. 

13W Readings on Shamans in LM Turner, Religious Specialists (89), C. Von Furer-Haimendorf “Priests” (97) and Howells, “The Shaman: A Siberian Spiritualist (102) See Yanomamo Clip

18M   Malinowski on Magic (Docuweb). Gmelch, “Baseball Magic” (LM,293)

20W African Witchcraft . Evans-Pritchard “Consulting the poison oracle among the Azande. (LM, 281)

” 

25M   Film: Zande Witchcraft in Stranger’s Abroad series

 (Discussion of papers)

27W   Other ideas about witches. Nash, “Devils, Witches and Sudden Death.” (LM,253) Brain, “An Anthropological Perspective on the Witchcraze” (LM, 208)

March 4-10 Spring Break
March 11M    Klass, Chapters 12- 15 Witchcraft and magic; the soul, ghost, spirit, ancestors, deities, powers, sacrifice

13 W
Klass, Chapters 16-19 myth, cults, communitas; science, religion and fundamentalism.

18 M Cargo Cults, Worsley, “Cargo Cults” (LM, 359)

20W Film: Trobriand Cricket

25M Millenarian Movements:    Barkun, Reflections After Waco: Millennialists and the State (LM114) . (Lecture material on Brazilian Canudos millenarian movement)

27 W Exam II
 April 1 M Myth Levi-Strauss, “The Structural Study of Myth.

3 W ”  Edmund Leach, “Genesis as Myth (LM, 39) and “Structuralism in Social Anthropology” (Docuweb)

8M    New Age Religiosity. Puttick, “New Age Religions and Counter Culture” (LM, 375)  Orion,  “Wicca, a Way of Working” (LM, 243)

10W New Age, cont. Lewis, Urban Rastas in Kingston, Jamaica (LM, 364)

 


Sagan, The Burden of Skeptism (LM, 384)

Singer and Benassi, Occult Beliefs (LM, 390)

15M Film:  Devine Horsemen: Living Gods of Haiti

17W Wolf, “The Virgin of Guadalupe” (Docuweb)

22M Herzfield, “Cosmologies” (Docuweb)

April 22  Papers Due
24W and 29M Graduate Students present reflective papers to class

Ritual: Characteristics

a cultural activity; set of actions (rite, rite of passage, rainmaking, agricultural cycle, urban tribes, 

It has a structure.   Rites of passage have the same basic structure. Set of phases. The practices are done in a certain fashion, ordered way. The behavior is a repeated pattern and the repetition (how it is done and in what order) is important to the believers. 

It may be led by someone (a ritual specialist, priest, shaman etc) or may involve the whole community without a leader. 

Certain people have to be there. Others cannot be there. It may be open or secret, but it has to be shared among the practitioners or it is not a cultural ritual. Your private bathroom ritual in the morning, eg, is a private ritual, not a cultural ritual. 

something is being said (expressive)

Something is being done (instrumental)

There is an affective element, emotions, ethos (character, spirit, tone, sentiment of a people or community)

There are some ideas (eidos - cognitive aspects of behavior or reasons for behavior). Rituals are good to think with.
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