ANTHROPOLOGY  250X

SPECIAL TOPIC

UC Berkeley, Fall 2000

Room 55 Evans Hall

Professor Pamela Reynolds

Course Description
In the Aftermath of Conflict

Ethnographic Analysis of Revelations to do with

Pain, Investigation, Perpetration and Betrayal

The South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

will form the Central Case Study

The course will focus on bringing anthropological ways of seeing to bear on sets of issues that relate to powerful modern institutional forms that are being established to tackle the problems that arise in the aftermath of deadly struggles. The forms have not yet become embedded in contexts that are circumscribed by established rituals, norms, narratives or formal patterns of procedure.  The institutions are set up to help a nation reflect on the past and to move into the future after conflict.  South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission represents the most complex, ambitious and democratic example yet established.  The Report on its findings was published in October 1998 although the Amnesty Committee has not yet fulfilled its task.

During the course we shall explore four themes:  The Repercussions of Pain; Excavating the Past through Investigation; Perpetrators: Commission and Remission; and The Insidiousness of Betrayal.  We shall draw on experiences from countries that include Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Sri Lanka, Northern Ireland, Germany, former Soviet block countries, Zimbabwe and South Africa.   Our disciplinary interests and insights will inform our approach to the topics.  We shall be particularly interested in discussing what the social sciences have to offer in the analysis of political, moral, economic, legal, medical and social interpretations of the effects of recent conflicts.  We shall examine the nature of the assumptions made by those in authority as they determine whom to forgive, whom to punish, whom to grant amnesty and to whom reparations should be paid.

Goals:  It is expected that students will emerge from the course with an understanding of the ways in which socio-cultural studies contribute to the formation of institutions that are being established to tackle the consequences of conflict that, given the nexus of the global and the local, require national and international attention.  A critical response will be developed as we consider the power that institutions can wield in defining patterns of description and prescription of issues like the definition of a warrior as against a victim.

    The format of the sessions includes discussion and the use of testimonies (written and oral); film; radio compilations; and recently published and unpublished academic texts and fiction.

Requirements:  Active participation in the seminar discussions and in co-leading one of the sessions.  Co-leading requires additional preparation including the reading of both required and suggested reading and consultation with the instructor.  Each student is expected to write a brief (3-5 pages) critical response paper each week reflecting on some part (or all) of the required readings after the seminar meeting.  These are to be left, in duplicate, in my mailbox by 15:00 on Mondays.  They will constitute part of the final assessment and will guide our exploration.  Each student will write a research paper (20-25 pages maximum) on a substantive topic related to the course.  A one page research proposal/abstract and a list of readings is due in class on October 4.

Required Texts:

Daniel, E, Valentine.  1996.  Charred Lullabies: An Anthropology of Violence.  Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Das, Veena; Kleinman, Arthur; Ramphele, Mamphela and Reynolds, Pamela.  (eds.).  2000.  Violence and Subjectivity.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

De Kock, Eugene as told to Jeremy Gordin.  1998.  A Long Night’s Damage. Working for the Apartheid State.  Saxonwold, South Africa: Contra Press.

Finkelstein, Norman. G. and Birn, Ruth Bettina.  1998.  A Nation on Trial.  The Goldhagen Thesis and Historical Truth.  New York: Henry Holt and Company Inc.

Krog, Antjie.  1998.  Country of My Skull.  Johannesburg: Random House.

Manganyi, N. Chabanyi and Du Toit, A. (eds.).  1990.  Political Violence and the Struggle in South Africa.  Halfway House, South Africa: Southern Book Publishers.  

Rosenberg, T.  1995.  The Haunted Land.  Facing Europe’s Ghosts After Communism.  London: Vintage.  

Recommended Texts:

Arendt, Hannah.  1970.  On Violence.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.  

Dyzenhaus, David.  1998.  Truth, Reconciliation and the Apartheid Legal                                       Order.  Cape Town: Juta and Company Ltd.  

Langer, Lawrence, L.  1998.  Preempting the Holocaust.  New Haven: Yale               University Press.  

Nuttall, Sarah and Coetzee, Carli.  1998.  Negotiating the past: The Making of Memory in South Africa.  Cape Town: Oxford University Press.  

Scarry, Elaine.  1985.  The Body in Pain.  The Making and Unmaking of the World.  New York: Oxford University Press.

Recommended: Fiction and Personal Accounts. 

(Not essential to purchase).

Behr, Mark.  1996.  The Smell of Apples.  London: Abacus.  

Dikeni, Sandile.  1992.  Guava Juice.  Cape, South Africa: Rustica Press.  

Lomax, Eric.  1996.  The Railway Man.  London: Vintage.

Ondaatje, Michael.  2000. Anil’s Ghost.  London: Bloomsbury.

Schlink, Bernhard.  1998.  The Reader.  Tr. Carol Brown Janeway.  London: Pheonix.  

Sophocles.  1993.  Antigone.  New York: Dover Publications Inc.

Taylor, Ubu.  1998.  Ubu and the Truth Commission.  Cape Town, South Africa: University of South Africa Press.    
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Introduction

Hayner, Priscilla B. 1996. “Commissioning the truth: further research questions” in Third World Quarterly, 17 (1), pp. 19-29.

Hayner, Priscilla B. 1994. “Fifteen Truth Commissions – 1974 to 1994: a comparative study” in Human Rights Quarterly, 16 (4), pp 597 – 655.

Derrida, Jacques.  1996. Archive Fever. A Freudian Impression. Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Ross, Fiona. 1998. “From a ‘Culture of Shame’ to a ‘Circle of Guilt’” in Southern African Review of Books.

Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Act, Paragraph 18 (1), Republic of South Africa Government Gazette, 16579, 26 July 1995.

Barker, Francis. 1993.  “In the Wars of Truth” in The Culture of Violence: Essays on Tragedy and History.  Manchester:  Manchester University Press. ISBN: 07190-3850-2, pp 121-142.

Pain

Reynolds, Pamela. (Forthcoming). Forming Identities: Conceptions of Pain and Children’s Expressions of it in southern Africa, pp 1 – 23.

Das, Veena. 1996. “Language and Body: Transactions in the Construction of Pain” in Daedalus, 125 (1), pp 67 – 92.

Cavell, Stanley, 1996. “Comments on Veena Das’s Essay ‘Language and Body: Transactions in the Construction of Pain’” in Daedalus, 125 (1), pp 93 – 98.

Investigation

Harris, Verne. 1999. “`They Should Have Destroyed More’: The Destruction of Public Records by the South African State in the Final Years of Apartheid”. Paper for a workshop on The TRC: Commissioning the Past held at the University of the Witwatersrand, 11 – 14 June 1999. 

Foster, Don; Davis, Dennis and Sandler, Diane. 1987. Detention and Torture in South Africa.  Cape Town: David Philip. ISBN: 0-85255-318-8. Ch 5: “The Empirical Study”, pp 86 – 118. 

Perpetrators

Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla. 1999. Legacies of Violence: an in-depth analysis of two case studies based on interviews with perpetrators of a “necklace” murder and with Eugene de Kock. Ph.D Thesis, University of Cape Town. Ch 7: “Eugene de Kock: Apartheid’s Crusader”. 

Foster, Don. (Forthcoming). The TRC and Understanding Perpetrators, Department of Psychology, University of Cape Town, pp 1 – 22.

Perera, Sasanka. 1995. Living with Torturers and Other Essays of Intervention: Sri Lankan Society, Culture and Politics in Perspective. Colombo: International Centre for Ethnic Studies. ISBN: 955-580-005-7. Ch 7: “The reality of post-terror societies: living with murderers and torturers”, pp 46 – 55. 

Foster, Don. 1998. Book review of A Long Night’s Damage: Working for the Apartheid State by Eugene de Kock (as told to Jeremy Gordin).  Saxonwold: Contra Press. ISBN: 0-620-22198-4. 

Betrayal

Ross, Fiona. 2000. Bearing Witness: Women and the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Ph.D. Thesis, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cape Town. Ch 4: “Narrative Threads”.

Conclusion 

Baudrillard, Jean. 1993. The Transparency of Evil: Essays on Extreme Phenomena.  London: Verso.  ISBN: 0-86092-588-3. “Whatever Happened to Evil?” pp 81 – 88. 

Langer, Lawrence L. 1991. Holocaust Testimonies: the Ruins of Memory. New Haven: Yale University Press. Ch 5: “Unheroic Memory: the Diminished Self”, pp 162 – 205.

Sobrino, Jon. 1996. “Theological Reflections on the Report of the Truth Commission” in Impunity: an Ethical Perspective, Charles Harper (ed.).  Switzerland: WCC Publications. ISBN: 2-8254-1203-1, pp 118 – 135. 

