ANTHROPOLOGY OF SEXUALITIES
Anthropology 331

Professor Lynn M. Morgan

Office:  200 Merrill House

538-2108, lmmorgan@mtholoke.edu

Course description:  This seminar explores contemporary anthropological scholarship concerned with the varieties of sexual expression in diverse cultural settings.  We will read ethnographic accounts of sexual ideologies and the politics and practices of sexuality in Brazil, Japan, North America, India, and elsewhere.  We will examine anthropological theories of sexuality with an emphasis on current debates, including social constructionism, performance theory, “third gender” theories, and techniques used by various societies to discipline the body.  

Books:  There are four required books plus one required reading packet available for this course.  The books can be purchased at the Odyssey Bookshop.  The course reader can be purchased in the department office in Merrill House during the first two weeks of the semester.  

Travesti:  Sex, Gender, and Culture Among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (1998), by Don Kulick

Neither Man Nor Woman:  The Hijras of India (2nd edition, 1999), by Serena Nanda

Sexing the Body:  Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality (2000), by Anne Fausto-Sterling

Takarazuka:  Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan (1998), by Jennifer Robertson

Evaluation:  This course is designed to be extremely rigorous and demanding.  Weekly 3-hour discussion seminars will rely heavily on class participation and close attention to assigned readings.  Reading responses (worth 50% of the final grade) will be due weekly in class.  Each student will have several opportunities to facilitate class discussion.  In addition, there will be one 20-25 page research paper (worth 50% of the final grade), which will be submitted in stages (i.e., topic, bibliography, draft, revised final version).  
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Introductions
· Hubbard, Ruth.  1987.  Constructing sex difference.  New Literary History 19(1):129-34.
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Sexuality and anthropology

· Herdt, Gilbert.  1999.  Sexual cultures, strange and familiar.  IN Sambia Sexual Culture:  Essays from the Field.  pp. 1-28.  Chicago:  Chicago University Press.

· Vance, Carole.  1991.  Anthropology rediscovers sexuality.  Social Science and Medicine 33(8):875-84.
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Embodying sexuality, I 

· Delaney, Carol.  1991.  Untangling the meanings of hair in Turkish society.  Anthropological Quarterly 67:159-72.

· Urla, Jacqueline and Alan Swedlund.  1998.  The anthropometry of Barbie:  Unsettling ideas of the feminine body in popular culture.  IN Deviant Bodies:  Critical Perspectives on Difference in Science and Popular Culture.  Jennifer Terry and Jacqueline Urla, eds., pp. 240-87.  Indianapolis:  University of Indiana Press.

· Duke, Michael.  2001.  Staying clean:  Notes on Mazatec ritual celibacy and sexual orientation.  IN Celibacy, Culture, and Society.  Elisa J. Sobo and Sandra Bell, eds., pp. 125-36.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press.

· Kulick, Don.  1998.  Travesti:  Sex, Gender and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  Introduction and Chapters 1-2. 
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Embodying sexuality, II
· Brumberg, Joan Jacobs.  1994.  Anorexia nervosa in context.  IN The Sociology of Health and Illness:  Critical Perspectives, 4th edition.  Peter Conrad and Rochelle Kern, eds., pp. 110-24.  New York:  St. Martin’s Press.

· Sobo, Elisa J.  1994.  The sweetness of fat:  Health, procreation, and sociability in rural Jamaica.  IN Many Mirrors:  Body Image and Social Relations.  Nicole Sault, ed., pp. 132-54.  New Brunswick:  Rutgers University Press.

· Kulick, Don.  1998.  Travesti:  Sex, Gender and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  Finish the book.

10/4

“Third gender” controversies

· Herdt, Gilbert.  1999.  Mistaken sex:  Culture, biology, and the third sex in New Guinea.  IN Sambia Sexual Culture:  Essays from the Field.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.

· Towle, Evan B. and Lynn M. Morgan.  n.d.  Romancing the transgender native:  Rethinking the use of the “third gender” concept.  Unpublished manuscript.  

· Film:  Guardians of the Flutes
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Third gender case study:  the hijras
· Nanda, Serena.  1999.  Neither Man Nor Woman:  The Hijras of India.  2nd edition.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Publishing.  Read entire book.

· Lal, Vinay.  1997.  Not this, not that:  The hijras of India and the cultural politics of sexuality.  Social Text 17(4):119-40.  Skim this article, except for the last section -- “Toward a hijra politics of knowledge” – which you should read carefully.

· Recommended:  Cohen, Lawrence.  1995.  The pleasures of castration:  The postoperative status of hijras, jankhas and academics.  IN Sexual Nature, Sexual Culture.  Paul R. Abramson and Steven D. Pinkerton, eds., pp. 276-304.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.
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Scientia sexualis:  medical and scientific discourses on sex, I
· Foucault.  1990.  History of Sexuality, Vol. 1, pp. 53-73.

· Martin, Emily.  1991.  The egg and the sperm:  How science has constructed a romance based on stereotypical male-female roles.  Signs:  Journal of Women and Society 16(31):485-501.  (abridged version)

· Fausto-Sterling.  Sexing the Body.  Chapters 1-3.
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Scientia sexualis:  medical and scientific discourses on sex, II
· Sapolsky, Robert M.  2000.  The trouble with testosterone:  Will boys just be boys?  IN The Gendered Society Reader.  Michael S. Kimmel, ed., pp. 14-20.  New York and Oxford:  Oxford University Press.

· Fausto-Sterling, Anne.  Sexing the Body.  Chapters 4-8.

· Optional:  On testosterone deficiency in the US, and the new drug, AndroGel®, see:  http://www.androgel.com/
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Disciplining sexuality
· Ortner, Sherry.  1978.  The virgin and the state.  Feminist Studies 4(3):19-35.

· Constable, Nicole.  1997.  Sexuality and discipline among Filipina domestic workers in Hong Kong.  American Ethnologist 24(3):539-58.

· Fausto-Sterling, Anne.  Sexing the Body.  Finish the book.
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Sexuality and politics in the borderlands, I
· Walley, Christine J.  1997.  Searching for “voices”:  Feminism, anthropology, and the global debate over female genital operations.  Cultural Anthropology 12(3):405-38.

· Patton, Cindy.  1997.  From nation to family:  Confronting African AIDS.  IN The Gender/Sexuality Reader.  Roger N. Lancaster and Micaela di Leonardo, eds., pp. 279-90.
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Sexuality and politics in the borderlands, II 

· Ortner, Sherry B.  1996.  Borderland politics and erotics:  Gender and sexuality in Himalayan mountaineering.  IN Making Gender:  The Politics and Erotics of Culture.  Boston:  Beacon Press.

· Altman, Dennis.  1997.  Global gaze/global gays.  GLQ 3:417-36.

· Start reading Takarazuka over the break; you should finish the book by 12/6.   

Thanksgiving break
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Films on Japanese sexualities

· Continue reading Takarazuka, to finish the book by next week.    

· Films:  Dream Girls

                   Senso Daughters
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Performing gender

· Butler, Judith.  1990.  Performative acts and gender constitution:  An essay in phenomenology and feminist theory.  IN Performing Feminisms:  Feminist Critical Theory and Theatre.  Sue-Ellen Case, ed., pp. 270-82.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins University Press.

· Morris, Rosalind.  1995.  All made up:  Performance theory and the new anthropology of sex and gender.  Annual Review of Anthropology 24:567-92.

· Takarazuka, finish book.  
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Gender and sexuality, revisited
· Scott, Joan Wallach.  1999.  Some reflections on gender and politics.  IN Revisioning Gender.  M. M. Ferree, J. Lorber, and B. B. Hess, eds., pp. 70-96.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications.

