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ANTHropology 4460/6460   
FALL 2000
Tuesday 4:30-7:00  Kell 316

Dr. Susan McCombie

Office hours: Sparks Hall  351A  Tuesday 2-3, Thursday 1-2

Phone:  404-651-1762
Course description:  This course is a basic introduction to the field of medical anthropology, which is the study of human health, disease and curing from a cross-cultural perspective.  The evolution of disease and demographic changes as a result of modernization are reviewed.  Topics covered include cross-cultural perceptions of illness and healing, the social context of biomedical interventions, and the impact of specific diseases such as malaria, AIDS, and childhood infections on world health.  A major focus is on the use of anthropological concepts and methods in domestic and international public health.  Prerequisite: Any introductory course in anthropology or permission of instructor.

Course requirements                   Percent of Grade

Midterm exam October 10

30% 

Research Paper

        Proposal due October 17

 5% 

        Final version due November 28
25% 

Last Exam

30% 

Class participation and attendance
10% 

Textbook available in bookstore: 

Robert A. Hahn, editor, Anthropology in Public Health, 1999.  Oxford University Press.

The remainder of the readings are available on Docuweb – http://docuweb.gsu.edu 

User Name GSMA4460, password MA4460HC

Readings marked ® are also on reserve in the library.  Be sure to look under the main author if it is an edited volume.

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments:

Articles marked with a * are required for graduate students and optional for undergraduates.

Week 1 - August 22 – Introduction – Disease in Historical Perspective

Hahn, Robert A. 1999 Anthropology and the enhancement of public health practice.  Chapter 1 in 

textbook.®

Armelagos, George J. and John R. Dewey 1978
 (orig 1970) Evolutionary Response to Infectious Disease.  In Health and the Human Condition.  Edited by M.H. Logan and Edward E. Hunt, North Scituate: Duxbury Press, p. 101-106.®

*Strassman, Beverly I. and Robin I.M. Dunbar 1999 Human Evolution and Disease: Putting the Stone Age in Perspective. In Evolution in Health and Disease, edited by Stephen c. Stearns, Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 91-101.®

*Heggenhougen, H.K. 2000 More than just “interesting!” Anthropology, health and human rights Social Science and Medicine 50(9):1171-5.

Week 2 – August 29 - World Health Statistics and Demographic Transition    

McKeown, Thomas 1998 (orig 1978) Determinants of Health. In Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, edited by Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Company,  p. 70-76.® 

Castle, Sarah E. 1994 The (Re)negotiation of illness diagnoses and responsibility for child death in rural Mali Medical Anthropology Quarterly 8(3):314-335. 

*Basch, Paul F. 1999 What we want to know-Data on health.  In Textbook of International Health.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 73-113. ®

*Kunitz, Stephen J. 1994 Death in the Fourth World, Chapter 2 in Disease and Social Diversity, p. 22-43, Oxford University Press. ®

Week 3 - September 5 - Classification of Illness 

Helman, Cecil G. 1994 Doctor-Patient Interactions.  In Culture, Health and Illness.  Oxford: Butterworth Heinemann, Chapter 5, p. 101-45.®

Foster, George M. 1976 Disease Etiologies in Non-Western Medical Systems American Anthropologist 78(4).

*Scheper-Hughes, Nancy, and Margaret M. Lock 1987 The Mindful Body: A Prolegomenon to Future Work in Medical Anthropology Medical Anthropology Quarterly 1(1):6-41.

*Ziporin, Terra 1992 Are there really any diseases?  In Nameless Diseases.  New Brunswick: Rutger’s University Press, p. 81-98.

Week 4 - September 12 - "Folk" Illnesses and Syndromes

Rubel, Arthur J., (1998) The Epidemiology of a Folk Illness: Susto in Hispanic America.  In Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, edited by  Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Company, p. 196-206.®

McCombie, Susan 1999 Folk Flu and Viral Syndrome: An Anthropological Perspective.  Chapter 2 in textbook.®

*Baer, Roberta D. and Marta Bustillo 1993 Susto and Mal de Ojo among Florida farmworkers: Emic and etic perspectives Medical Anthropology Quarterly 7(1):90-100.

*Hahn, Robert 1985 Culture Bound Syndromes Unbound Social Science and Medicine 21(2):165-71.

Week 5 - September 19 - The Sick Role and Stigma

Waxler, Nancy E., 1981 Learning to be a Leper: A Case Study in the Social Construction of Illness.  In Social Contexts of Health, Illness and Patient Care, edited by Elliot G. Mishler, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 169-94. ®

*Cooper, Lesley 1999 Myalgic encephalomyelitis and the medical encounter.  In Health Studies, edited by Colin Samson, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, p. 227-45.®

*Brieger, William R. et.al. 1998 Stigma associated with onchocercal skin disease among those affected near the Ofiki and Oyan Rivers in Western Nigeria  Social Science and Medicine 47(7):841-52.

Week 6 - September 26 - Traditional Healing

Finkler, Kaja 1994 Sacred Healing and Biomedicine Compared Medical Anthropology Quarterly 8(2):178-97.

Green, Edward 1999 Engaging indigenous healers in the prevention of AIDS and STDs.  Chapter 4 in textbook.®

*Mull, Dorothy S. 1997 The Sitala syndrome: the cultural context of measles mortality in Pakistan.  In The Anthropology of Infectious Disease, edited by M.C. Inhorn and P.J. Brown, Australia: Gordon and Breach, p. 299-329.

*Koss-Chioino, Joan D. 1999 Integrating mental health care and traditional healing in Puerto Rico: Lessons from an early experiment.  Chapter 13 in textbook.®

Week 7 -  October 3 - Biomedical Healing

Etkin, Nina et.al. 1999 The rational basis of “irrational” drug use: Pharmaceuticals in the context of development.  Chapter 8 in textbook.®

Hahn, Robert, The Nocebo Phenomenon, Concept, Evidence, and Implications for Public Health, In Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, edited by Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Company, p. 138-43. ®

*Hahn, Robert .A., 1995 Sickness and Healing New Haven: Yale University Press. Chapter  7, p. 173-208, A World of Internal Medicine: Portrait of an Internist.®

*Fox, Renee 1979 Training for Uncertainty.  In Essays in Medical Sociology. New York: John Wiley and Sons, p. 19-50. ®

Week 8 October 10 - International Health 

Whaley, Russell F. and Talal J. Hashim 1995 History of International Health Organizations.  In A Textbook of World Health, New York: Parthenon Publishing Group, p. 187-99.®

Foster, George, 1999, Bureaucratic aspects of international health agencies. Chapter 16 in textbook.®

*Walsh, Julia A. and Kenneth S. Warren 1979 Selective primary health care New England Journal of Medicine 301:967-74.

*Rifkin, Susan B. and Gill Walt 1986 Why health improves: defining the issues concerning ‘comprehensive primary health care’ and ‘selective primary health care’ Social Science and Medicine 23(6):559-66.

Week 9 - October 17 -  Child Health I – Diarrhea and ORT

Iyun, B. Folassade 1994 Sociocultural aspects of drug use in the treatment of childhood diarrhea in Oyo State, Nigeria. In Medicines: Meanings and Contexts, edited by N.L. Etkin and M.L. Tan, Quezon City: Health Action Information Network, p. 33- 46.

Amuyunzu, Mary 1998 Willing the spirits to reveal themselves: Rural Kenyan mothers’ responsibility to restore their children’s health Medical Anthropology Quarterly 12(4):490-502.

*Nichter, Mark 1993 Social science lessons from diarrhea and their application to ARI Human Organization 52(1):53-67.

*DeZoysa, I., Bhandari, N., Akhtari, N., et.al. (1998) “Careseeking for illness in young infants in an urban slum in India” Social Science and Medicine 47(12):2101-11.

Week 10 - October 24 -  Child Health II – Immunization and ARI

Coreil, J, Augustin, A., Halsey, N. and E. Holt 1994 Social and psychological costs of preventive health services in Haiti Social Science and Medicine 38(2):231-38.
Hardon, Anita P. 1994 People’s understanding of efficacy for cough and cold medicines in Manila, the Philippines.  In Medicines: Meanings and Contexts, edited by N.L. Etkin and M.L. Tan, Quezon City: Health Action Information Network, p. 47-67.

Mull, Dorothy S. 1999 Anthropological perspectives on childhood pneumonia in Pakistan.  Chapter 5 in  textbook.®

*Tangermann, R.H. et.al. 2000 Eradication of poliomyelitis in countries affected by conflict Bulletin of the World Health Organization 78(3):339-46.

Week 11 - October 31 - Malaria and Emerging Infections


Winch, Peter J., 1999 The Role of Anthropological Methods in a Community Based Mosquito Net Intervention in Bagamoyo District, Tanzania. Chapter 3 in textbook.®

Nations, Marilyn K. and Cristina G. Monte 1997 “I’m Not Dog, No!” Cries of Resistance against Cholera Control Programs. In The Anthropology of Infectious Disease, edited by M.C. Inhorn and P.J. Brown, Australia: Gordon and Breach, p. 439-81.

*Geissler, P.W., Nokes, K., Prince, R.J. et.al.  (2000) “Children and medicines: self –treatment of common illnesses among Luo schoolchildren in Western Kenya”  Social Science and Medicine 50(12):1771-83.

*Farmer, Paul, 1998 Social Inequalities and Emerging Infectious Diseases, In Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, edited by Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Company, p. 98-107.®

Week 12 - November 7 - Nutrition

Dettwyler, Katherine A., 1998 The Biocultural Approach in Nutritional Anthropology: Case Studies of Malnutrition in Mali. Medical Anthropology 15(1):17-39.
Griffiths, Marcia and Michael Favin 1999 Cultural tailoring in Indonesia’s national nutrition improvement program.  Chapter 9 in textbook.®

*Behague, Dominique 1993 Growth monitoring and the promotion of breastfeeding Social Science and Medicine 37(12):1565-78. 

Week 13 – November 14 - Maternal Mortality and Reproductive Health


Justice, Judith, 1999, Neglect of Cultural Knowledge in Health Planning: Nepal's Assistant Nurse- Midwife Program. Chapter 15 in textbook.® 

Wilson, Ruth P. et.al. 1999 Prospects for family planning in Cote d’Ivoire: Ethnographic contributions to the development of culturally appropriate population policy.  Chapter 12 in textbook.®

Farmer, Paul and Arthur Kleinman, 1998 AIDS as Human Suffering, In Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, edited by Peter J. Brown, Mayfield Publishing Company, p. 333-42.®

*Bledsoe, Caroline H. et.al. 1994 Constructing natural fertility: the use of Western contraceptive technologies in rural Gambia Population and Development Review 20(1):81-113. 

Week 14 - November 21  - Chronic Disease and Injury

Barker, Judith C. 1999 Road Warriors: Driving Behaviors on a Polynesian Island.  Chapter 10 in textbook.®

Chavez, Leo R. et.al. 1999 Ethnography and Breast Cancer Control among Latinas and Anglo Women in Southern California.  Chapter 6 in textbook.®

*Hunt, Linda M. et.al. 1999 Balancing risks and resources: applying pesticides without using protective equipment in Southern Mexico.  Chapter 11 in textbook.®

*Gifford, Sandra M. 1986 The meaning of lumps: a case study in the ambiguities of risk.  In Anthropology and Epidemiology, ed. C.R. Janes, R. Stall, and Sandra M. Gifford, p. 213-46. ® 

Week 15 - November 28 - Methodological issues

Coreil, Jeannine 1995 Group interview methods in community health research Medical Anthropology 16:193-210.

Ferencic, Nina 1989 Guide for carrying out in-depth interviews about health in developing countries Center for International, Health and Development Communication Working Paper #107.
*Manderson, Lenore and Peter Aaby 1992 An epidemic in the field: rapid assessment procedures and health research Social Science and Medicine 35(7):839-50.

*DeZoysa, I. et.al., 1998 Research steps in the development and evaluation of public health interventions Bulletin of the World Health Organization 76(2):127-33.

Week 16- December 5 - Community Participation Issues



Nichter, Mark  1999, Project community diagnosis: participatory research as a first step toward community involvement in primary health care.  Chapter 14 in textbook.®

Sponsel, Leslie E. 1992 Information asymmetry and the democratization of anthropology.  Human Organization 51(3):299-301.

*Seeley, J.A. et.al. 1992 Community-based HIV/AIDS research - whither community participation?  Unsolved problems in a research programme in rural Uganda Social Science and Medicine 34(10):1089-95. 

Explanation of grading:  There are 200 total points possible for the course. The final grade will be based on accumulated points as follows: 180 and above = A, 160-179 =B, 140-159 = C, 120-139 = D, 0-119 = F.

Class participation and attendance policy:  Classroom discussions are a key feature of the course, and all students are encouraged to participate.  There are 20 total points (10% of the final grade) that each student begins with.  One absence is allowed without penalty.  For each additional absence, 5 points will be deducted. Thus if a student misses 5 or more classes, all of the class participation points are deducted, and the highest possible grade is B.  

This syllabus provides a general plan for the course.  Deviations may be necessary. 
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