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INHL 626  Spring 2002  

Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:30am - 1:30pm

Tidewater 1829
Instructor:


Carl Kendall, Ph.D.

Tidewater 2200-16

Phone:
(504) 588-2334

E-mail: ckendall@tulane.edu
Teaching Assistant:


Carmen Land

Tidewater 2200-33

Phone: (504) 584-3650 or 905-1944

E-mail: cland1@tulane.edu
Office Hours:  Mondays, 3-5 p.m. and by appointment

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a complete experience of identifying a research topic and designing and conducting qualitative research to explore the problem of interest. This course provides hands-on experience using qualitative research methods useful for health research. Formal and informal ethnographic methods will be taught, including in-depth key informant interviewing, direct structured observation, free lists, pile sorts, ranking, social network analysis and the management and analysis of qualitative data. Students will gain experience with ANTHROPAC and UCINET, qualitative analysis software programs developed by Stephen Borghatti, and demonstrations in class will use the free-form database search and retrieval software dtSearch. Although many class hours are proposed, actual class time will be divided into lecture and discussion, computer lab, and fieldwork. Students in the course will also participate in developing the Department’s library of qualitative research methods. The course is a “capstone” course designed to permit the student to use skills developed during MPH training to produce an accomplished mini-ethnography. Substantial time may be required to complete this fieldwork but some class time is set aside.

Grading:
This course has no examinations. Students will be graded on the basis of research and lab exercises (60%) performed individually, class participation (10%) and a presentation and final written group ethnographic report incorporating the methods discussed in class (30%).

Readings:

There is one text for the course: Systematic Data Collection: Qualitative Research Methods, Series 10, Susan C. Weller and A. Kimball Romney, Sage: 1988; as well as a supplementary reading packet available at the 8th floor copy center. Readings will also be made available in the ICEC library on the 22nd floor.  In invaluable text to accompany the course is Russ Bernard’s Research Methods in Anthropology, but this book is not required.

Research Exercises:
1.
Developing an Ethnographic Field Guide (due: March 13th)

2.
Key Informant Interviewing, Part I (due: March 20th)

3.
Key Informant Interviewing, Part II (due: April 3rd)

4.
Direct Observation (due: April 8th)

5.
Free Listing (due: April 15th)

6.
Pile Sorts (due: April 22nd)

Assignment sheets describing each research exercise in detail are included at the end of this document. Completed assignments should be turned in typed, and answers to specific questions should be individually numbered and separated from each other. Your raw data (field notes, data collection sheets, etc.) should be included with your research exercises, but do not need to be typed. Research exercises should be handed in at the beginning of the class session on the day that they are due.

Ethnographic Report:
Thirty percent of each student’s grade will be based on a presentation and written ethnographic report. During the first few class meetings, students will divide into teams of 4-5 and select a topic for their ethnographic research project. The five research exercises to be conducted in upcoming weeks should all address this topic. Thus, each team will end up with a database of information that will be used to complete the ethnographic report (report due: May 6, 2002, presentation(s) in class: May 6 or May 8, 2002). Teams working on similar topics may share data, but each team must prepare a separate ethnographic report.

One final report should be turned in for each team of four to five persons. Expanded field notes and other illustrative materials need to be included with the report as an appendix.

Previous years’ topics have included:

*  Alternative Medicine


*  “Fast Food” in New Orleans

*  New Orleans Street Musicians

*  Bourbon Street Bartenders

*  Salsa in NOLA 



*  Body Art

*  NOLA Police and Crowd Control 

*  Voodoo in NOLA

*  Cajun Dancing 



*  Beliefs and Behaviors of People Who Smoke

*  Health Education Needs of Women 
*  Health Seeking Strategies of Homeless Men

Attending a Neighborhood Health Clinic

Course Outline

Class 1

March 4, 2002
· Course Logistics

· Comparing Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods

· Exploring a Cultural Domain: Qualitative Research Methods

· Developing an Ethnographic Field Guide, Part I

Required Readings:

Thorne, B. “’You Still Takin’ Notes?’ Fieldwork and Problems of Informed Consent,” Social Problems, 27(3): 284-297, 1980..

Spradley, pp. 3-24.

Becker, H.S. “The Epistemology of Qualitative Research” In R. Jessor, A. Colby, & R. Shweder, Ethnography and Human Development, University of Chicago Press: 1996.

Class 2

March 6, 2002

Computer Lab
· Group Assignments

· Choosing a Cultural Domain

· Overview of Types of Programs Available

· Review of DOS: dir, md, cd, rd, copy, etc.

Class 3

March 11, 2002

· Identifying Cultural Domains in Interview Texts

· Key Informant Interviewing, Part I

· Writing Up Key Informant Interviews

· Protecting Informants 

· Ethnographic Field Guide, Part II

· Field notes and Fairnotes

Required Readings:

Bernard, pp. 165-179 (see Class 4)

Spradley, pp. 25-54.

Glesne & Peshkin, “Prestudy Tasks: Doing What is Good for You” In Glesne & Peshkin, Becoming Qualitative Researchers, White Plains: Longman: 1992.

Weller & Romney, pp. 55-69

Class 4

March 13, 2002

Computer Lab I
Research Exercise 1 due!
· Writing and Managing Qualitative Field notes: Manual and Microcomputer Methods

· Text Management (demonstration in the lab)

· Coding

Required Readings:

Bernard, pp. 180-207

Class 5

March 18, 2002

· Introduction to RAA

· Key Informant Interviewing, Part II:  Interviewing Techniques (Demonstration)

Required Readings:

Annett & Rifkin, “Guidelines for Rapid Participatory Appraisals to Assess Community Health Needs”, A Focus on Health Improvements for Low-Income Urban and Rural Areas, WHO, 1995.

Helitzer-Allen & Allen, Jr. “The Manual for Targeted Intervention Research on Sexually Transmitted Illnesses with Community Members”, AIDS Control and Prevention Project, Family Health International, 1994.  

Spradley, pp. 55-68

Bernard, pp. 208-236

Class 6

March 20, 2002 

Computer Lab II
Research Exercise 2 due!

· Using ETHNOGRAPH to code your field notes

March 25th & 27th: SPRING BREAK!!!

Class 7

April 1, 2002


Fieldwork

Class 8

April 3, 2002 


Computer Lab III

Research Exercise 3 due!
· Observational Research

· Ethnoscience in Anthropological Method

· Formal Data Collection Methods, Part I: free lists and other item-eliciting techniques

· Directories, editing, free lists, & univariate analysis with ANTHROPAC

Required Readings:

Weller & Romney, pp. 6-37

Bernard, pp. 310-331

Lincoln & Guba, “Processing Naturalistically Obtained Data” pp. 332-356 In Lincoln & Guba, Naturalistic Inquiry, Sage, 1995.

Class 9

April 8, 2002

Research Exercise 4 due!

· Formal Data Collection Methods, Part II: Pile Sorts and Triads

Required Readings:

Bernard, pp. 237-255

Class 10

April 10, 2002

Computer Lab IV

· Pile sorts, multidimensional scaling and hierarchical clustering 

Class 11

April 15, 2002

Research Exercise 5 due!

· Formal Data Collection Methods, Part III

· Rankings and Paired Comparisons

· Scaling in Anthropological Research

Class 12

April 17, 2002 

Computer Lab V
· Consensus analysis, triads, paired comparisons, ranks & ratings

Class 13

April 22, 2002

Research Exercise 6 due!

· Introduction to Consensus Analysis

Required Readings:

Weller & Romney, pp. 38-54

Romney, A.K., et al. “Culture as Consensus: A Theory of Culture and Informant Accuracy”, American Anthropologist 88:313-338, 1986.

Class 14

April 24, 2002

Computer Lab VI
· Consensus modeling

Class 15

April 29, 2002

· Social Network Research 

Required Readings:

Scott, J. Social Network Analysis, pp. 39-148

Class 16

May 1, 2002


Computer Lab VII
· UCINET: Network Analysis

Required Readings:

Chavez, L., et al. “Beliefs Matter: Cultural Beliefs and the Use of Cervical Cancer-Screening Tests”, American Anthropologist 103(4):1114-1129, 2001. 

Class 17

May 6, 2002

Group Project Report due!

· Group Presentations Part I

Class 18

May 8, 2002

· Group Presentations Part II

· What can we do with these methods?

· Class Evaluation

RESEARCH EXERCISE 1

Developing an Ethnographic Field Guide/Informed Consent

Due: March 13, 2002

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

EACH GROUP SHOULD TURN IN ONE COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERICSE.

Based on the research topic selected by you and your partners, team members will develop two products in this exercise: an ethnographic field guide for identifying and exploring your topic of interest and an informed consent form (i.e., disclosure statement). This research exercise will account for ten percent on each student’s grade.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Find 2-3 partners to work with on your ethnography. We suggest that you work with people you have not worked with before (it makes life more interesting).

2. Select a topic for your research. Your research topic may contain one or more culturally-defined domains (it is likely you won’t know exactly what these are until you have begun the research). The topic (including domains) should be health or nutrition-related (see examples below). Try not to make your topic/domain too broad or too troublesome (e.g., in terms of time, transportation, costs, etc.). Do not pick a “sensitive” topic/domain (e.g. sexual behavior of HIV positive drug users). Your topic should NOT be limited to Tulane staff, faculty or students (due to past experiences with “burn out”), but may include these individuals. Do not pick a domain of which you are an “insider”.

3. I will circulate around the room and help you and your partners. Write out an idea for your topic/domain on a piece of paper with your name and your partners’ names.

4. Think of 3-4 research questions that you want to focus on within your topic/domain. Write them down on the same piece of paper. Make two copies.

5. Give a copy of the paper to me or the TA before the end of class.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR OUTSIDE OF CLASS:

1. Prepare an Ethnographic Field Guide as described in class. The guide should focus on your topic/domain and should range from 10-20 questions. The field guide may be divided into sub-topical areas. The types of questions you put in the guide are up to you, but I offer the following guidelines:

a. Questions should be open-ended (if the question can be answered “yes” or “no”, it is probably not a good question for the guide).

b. Questions should be exploratory (remember, you are entering this domain in a “maximum naivety” mode).

c. Think of additional “probing” questions for each main question.

d. Emphasize getting the entire perspective (local terms, the way these terms are used, etc.)

2. Prepare a Disclosure Statement. A sample disclosure statement (which can be used as a model) is presented below.

3. Each team should turn in one copy of their Disclosure Statement and their Ethnographic Field Guide to the TA in class on time.

4. Remember that the TIR is a guide.

What is a domain?

Domains are one of the first and most important units of analysis in ethnographic research. A domain is a culturally defined category (or group) of related items. As the items in a domain are culturally defined (i.e., defined by a group of people who share a common set of perceptions, beliefs, values, etc.), those items that comprise a domain and the relationship between items will vary from group to group. Exploring domains relating to health and illness is one of the primary tasks of the medical anthropologist.

A domain can be related to a place/location (e.g. a hospital, clinic), a concept (e.g., diarrhea, food flexibility), material things (e.g., medicines, cars), or people (e.g., shamans, gypsies, nuns). These general types of domains are very broad. No qualitative researcher goes out and looks at “hospitals” alone. Usually there is a tighter focus, combining two or more different types of domain; for instance, the types of people that use the emergency room in one or more local hospitals.

Spradley (1979) talks a great deal about cultural domains, and includes the following elements in his definition:

1. Every domain has a cover term – that indicates a category of cultural knowledge. For instance, the “tree” is a cover term in English for a larger category of knowledge.

2. Every domain has two or (usually) more included terms (or items) – the elements that comprise a domain. For instance, within the domain of tree, we might find oak, yew, pine and so forth.

3. Within a domain, informants should be able to propose one or more types of semantic relationships between included terms, and between the cover term and the included terms. For instance, pine and oak are both “kinds of trees”.

4. Finally, domains should have boundaries. These are recognized items that do not belong within a particular domain. For instance, a rose bush would not be included by most informants with the domain of “tree”.

DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS:

Instructions:

This disclosure statement should be read to your informant before beginning your interview. If your informant indicates that he or she understands the disclosure information and agrees to proceed, the interview may be conducted. A copy of this statement, signed by the interviewer should be given to the informant.

Statement:

Hello, my name is Kathleen Graham. I am a student at Tulane University. As part of a class project, I am talking to different healers in New Orleans. You have been opportunistically selected for inclusion in this project on the basis of previous acquaintance (i.e., I knew you earlier, or a mutual friend recommended I speak to you). The information I gather here will only be used for my class project and will not be published or shared with the public. In addition, I do not need your name or any information that will link you with the information I am going to collect. In other words, every effort will be made to protect the confidentiality of the information you provide. Your participation in this project will take about 45 minutes. We have tried to eliminate sensitive questions/issues in this project. If you feel something I ask you about is too sensitive, please tell me and we can either move on to the next question or discontinue the interview.

Would you be willing to participate in this project? (If response is affirmative, continue). If at any time during the interview you wish to stop, please inform me and we will not continue. Do you understand? (If response is negative, clarify). Do you have any further questions? (If you are not able to answer their question, please direct the informant to contact Dr. Carl Kendall at (504) 588-2334).  Thank you very much.

Signature of interviewer:

_________________________________
Date: ____________________________

RESEACRH EXERCISE 2

Key Informant Interviewing I

Due: March 20, 2002

Length:
At least 5 typed double-spaced pages for the interview, plus additional pages for answers to questions.

EACH TEAM MEMBER SHOULD TURN IN HIS OR HER OWN 

INDIVIDUAL COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERCISE.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Interview one person in considerable depth in an open-ended manner on topics related to your topic/domain using you ethnographic field guide. This interview is intended as a preliminary exploration and search for special features, sub-areas (new or related domains, cover terms, included terms, etc.), and descriptive contents of your chosen research topic. The interview should take about 40-60 minutes to conduct. Take notes during the interview (do not tape record – we want you to practice your note-taking skills).

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS:

1. In selecting your key informant, it is important that the person is someone you do not already know.

2. Interview your informant using descriptive and structural questions as discussed in the first key informant lecture. A good way to start the interview could be to ask the informant to describe their “typical day” (cf. Spradley, 1979). Although you will have a general ethnographic field guide (a list of topic you want to ask about), you should NOT use this as a questionnaire. Key informant interviews should be open-ended, with the informant’s responses determining the direction of the interview. Be iterative and flexible.

3. Take detailed notes of the interview, recording verbatim answers whenever possible. Record your questions and explanations, as well. Write up extended field-notes as soon after the interview as possible. Never wait until the next day to write up field notes.

4. At the end of this first interview, you will need to set up another time to meet and conduct a second interview on this same informant. It is a good idea to take care of this at the end of the first interview. If you are not able to set up a firm date, get the person’s phone number (if any) or other means of contacting them in the near future.

5. Prepare research exercise write-up.

CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH EXERCISE WRITE-UP:

Include the following in your write-up:

1. Statement of the aim of the interview, including description of your opening (explanatory) statements to the informant (which must include your use of the Disclosure Statement).

2. Brief statement about the person interviewed (no names, please), including their physical description; the criteria you used to select your informant; the setting (including diagram of the location the interview was conducted in); and the introductory sequence.

3. Play-by-play description of the interview, including answers to your key questions. These are your extended field notes, so do not summarize. You do not need to code you field-notes at this time.

4. Discussion of the most significant domains, including terms and other information gained from the interview. What are some questions you would follow up on in your second interview (give exact phrasing)?

5. Discussion of the interview process. What difficulties did you encounter in interviewing your informant, if any?

6. Include your raw field notes appended onto the end of the write-up.

SOME TIPS FOR INTERVIEWING KEY INFORMANTS:

1. Don’t begin interviewing right away. Friendly greetings and some explanation of who you are and what your project is all about is an important first step in putting you informant at ease. It is also important to establish your own “cultural ignorance” in terms of the topics you want to talk to your informants about.

2. Don’t use your ethnographic field guide as a questionnaire. You do not need to stick to the questions on your guide; rather you should let the informant’s answer determine the direction the interview takes. Don’t move on to a new question or topic until you feel you have thoroughly explored the informant’s knowledge on the question at hand.

3. Listen and express interest in what your informant tells you. An ethnographic interview is supposed to resemble (in many ways) a friendly conversation, not a strict question and answer exchange. You may need to modify your style of note-taking so the interview does not lag unduly.

4. As you learn the language and terminology used by your informant, try to use these words and phrases as you ask new questions. This encourages informants to speak to you in their own language, and helps verify whether or not you correctly understand their usage.

5. In normal conversation, people tend to abbreviate their answers. Try to encourage your informants to expand on their answers, to give as many details as possible. This is often referred to as probing. This can sometimes simply be an encouraging nod of the head. Other times you may want to directly ask your informant if they could tell you more about a particular topic.

RESEARCH EXERCISE 3

Key Informant Interviewing, Part I

Due: April 3, 2002

LENGTH:
At least 5 typed double-spaced pages for the interview, plus additional pages for answers to questions.

EACH TEAM MEMBER SHOULD TURN IN HIS OR HER OWN 

INDIVIDUAL COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERCISE

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

In this exercise you will interview your same key informant a second time. With the second interview as a logical follow-up to topics and domains discovered in the first interview. The emphasis on this second interview is not on exploring new territory, but on going deeper into areas you have talked about previously. Of course, if new terms arise in this interview, they should be followed up.

What if you are unable to get the same person for the second key informant interview? Your first task is to try as hard as possible to interview the same person. The purpose of this exercise is to see how rapport develops with persons interviewed repeatedly, and to go in depth into topics. However, in a few cases in the past, students have been unable to arrange/conduct a repeat interview with their key informant (this happened quite a bit with students that worked with homeless persons in the 1993 course year). In this case, you may find a new person to interview for this exercise. This new person must be from the same (sub) cultural group. This interview should be based on the previous interview in that you emphasis is to more completely explore terms, relationships that same up in the first interview.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
Read over notes from your first interview, identifying possible domains and included terms, and other topics to be explored further in a second interview. You will probably want to write these notes down.

2.
Carry out a second interview, exploring domains and terms identified in (1). Again, use appropriate descriptive and structural questions.

3.
Write up expanded field notes from the second interview.

CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH EXERCISE WRITE-UP

Include the following in your write-up:

1.
Statement of the aim of the interview, including description of your opening (explanatory) statements to the informant.

2.
Brief statement about the person interviewed (no names, please); physical description of the person; the setting; and the introductory sequence.

3.
Play-by-play description of the interview, including answers to your key questions. These are your expanded field notes. Again, you do not need to code your field notes at this time.

4.
Discussion of the most significant domains, included terms and other information gained from the interview. Are there some questions you would follow up on in a third interview? What are they? How does this interview effect how you would interview a new informant on the same domain?

5.
Discussion of the interview process. What difficulties did you encounter in interviewing your informant (especially related to interviewing a second time), if any?

6.
Meet with your partners, and discuss your interviews. Based on this discussion, draw diagram(s) of your domain(s). This diagram(s) will include the items you and your partners have some up with that are part of the domain, and some representation of how they relate to each other within the domain (i.e., their semantic relationship). The team members may turn in the same diagram with their individual exercise write-ups.

7. 
Include your raw field notes appended to the end of the write-up.

RESEARCH EXERCISE 4

Direct Observation

Due: April 8, 2002

EACH TEAM MEMBER SHOULD TURN IN THEIR OWN 

INDIVIDUAL COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERCISE

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Based on the topic/domain selected by you and your partners, each team member will conduct a direct observation. Team members should not conduct an observation of the same place/person at the same time. The type of observation you conduct should be either participant-observation or a focused unstructured observation (i.e., “scripting” observation). Plan to spend at least one hour conducting your observation. This research exercise will account for ten percent of each student’s grade.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
You and your partners should get together and decide what aspect of your topic you will each observe. This would also be a good time to develop some kind of preliminary coding scheme.

2.
Once a subject for the observation is selected (i.e., a place, event, person), determine what type of observation you will conduct (participant-observation or scripting observation).

3.
Conduct the observation. Keep as careful raw notes as possible considering the circumstances. Record physical (and verbal, if possible) behaviors primarily (including gestures), but also physical descriptions of people and the setting.

4.
Write up your expanded notes. These should be typed up on a computer. We suggest you use codes/symbols to indicate specific people.

5.
Refine your preliminary coding scheme with your partner, and code your expanded field notes of the observation (this can be done in the margins). The codes you develop should be applicable to your key informant interviewing and other textual data as well. It is not expected that you will utilize all the codes you developed initially for every observation.

6.
Each partner will turn in his or her own observation separately. However, the coding scheme used by your team should be the same.

CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH EXERCISE WRITE-UP

1.
DESCRIPTION OF TYPE OF OBSERVATION (where, date, timing, how selected, type of observation method, if observation is focused – on what is it focused, etc.)

2.
EXPANDED FIELD NOTES (typed and coded (may be by hand), including map or diagram). Notes should be primarily descriptive, with lots of detail.

3. 
RAW FIELD NOTES (these may be minimal if the type of observation is participant-observation).

4.
REFINED CODING SCHEME (used for coding both the observation and key informant interviewing data). Note: you may code your expanded key informant interviews now if you desire, but the coded key informant interviews are not due until the completed project assignment is due. Your coding scheme should include: each code (usually in mnemonic form), full form of code, and instructions of when to use them.

5.
ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

a.
What difficulties did you face in conducting your observation?

b.
Was there a reactivity effect during your observation? Describe in detail.

c.
Based on this piece of data collection, would some kind of structured observation (e.g., continuous monitoring, spot checks, etc.) be advisable for your research project?  If no, why? If yes, describe the type of observation you might be interested in using in detail.

RESEARCH EXERCISE 5

Free Listing

Due: April 15, 2002

LENGTH:
Minimum 4 Free Lists per team member, plus answers to questions.

EACH TEAM MEMBER SHOULD TURN IN HIS OR HER OWN 

INDIVIDUAL COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERCISE

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Based on the topic/domain selected by you and your partners, each team member will conduct a minimum of 4 free lists on different informants. The purpose of this exercise is to obtain lists of items which comprise an identified domain. It is important that the domain is highly “cognizant” (i.e., really stands out in the minds of your key informants). The items elicited will be the basis for further work using formal data collections methods (i.e., pile sorts, paired comparisons, etc.). This exercise will help you obtain a “working vocabulary” and also explore systematic relationships among various terms. Each free list will take you about 15 minutes to perform. Free lists must be conducted in person (no over the phone interviewing). This research exercise will account for ten percent of each student’s grade.

You and your partners will conduct the same type of free list. This means that the primary question you will use to generate the list will be the same, as will the second (supplementary) question. You will need to coordinate with your partners to make sure the questions are the same and are asked in the same way. You and your partners will also need to interview the same “type” of informant. The reason for this sameness is that you will be combining your free list data with that of your partners for part of this exercise. When selecting a type of informant, make sure that they are available and easily approachable.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

1.
You and your partners should get together and decide on what domain within your research topic you would like to conduct free lists.

2.
Decide on the specific wording of the free list primary and secondary questions. Decide on what types of probing will be “legal”.

3.
Make photocopies of the form “Generic Free Listing Form” provided. Conduct your free lists (minimum of 4 per team member). Write directly on the forms; you will not need to write “expanded notes” for this exercise. You may wish to ask your informant if he or she would be willing to be re-interviewed for a later assignment, such as pile sorts.

4.
When you have finished conducting your free lists, tabulate the results on the form provided, entitled: “Generic Free Listing Tabulation Form: Your Data Only”. Attach additional pages if required. Answer the questions relating to the tabulation. Remember not to overcollapse categories; keep answers in their own words.

5.
Meet with your partners and do a combined tabulation of the 3-4 sets of free lists on the form provided, entitled: “Generic Free Listing Tabulation Form: You and Your Partner’s Data Combined.” Attach additional pages if required to indicate all items. Answer the questions relating to this tabulation.

CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH EXERCISE WRITE-UP

1.
COPIES OF THE FOUR (or more) FREE LISTS YOU CONDUCTED. These should be completely filled out.

2.
TABULATION OF YOUR FREE LIST DATA ONLY, IN ORDER OF DESCENDING FREQUENCY.

3.
TABULATION OF YOU AND YOUR PARTNER’S FREE LIST DATA, IN ORDER OF DESCENDING FREQUENCY.

4.
ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN REFERENCE TO YOUR OWN DATA):

a.
What “types” of people did you interview?

b.
What were your “legal” probes? (These should be the same as the rest of your teams.)

c.
What difficulties did you face in conducting your free lists?

d.
Is there any pattern to the items mentioned earlier by the free-listing informants, as opposed to those mentioned later? Describe in detail.

e.
How do the tabulation results of your free lists data alone compare with the tabulation of you and your partners’ data combined?

f.
Based on the combined tabulation, what are the most “culturally cognizant” items (those mentioned most frequently)? Select a minimum of six cognizant items. You and your partners will want to discuss this question and come with a consensus answer. Describe the process of selecting the items.

g.
How did the secondary question help you understand answers to the primary question? Be specific and give detail/justification.

GENERIC FREE LISTING FORM (For use in class)

Domain: __________________________________________

Main Question (ITEM): ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Supplementary Question (SUPPL): ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Type of Informant: ________________________________________________________________________

Age: ________
Sex: ________
Occupation:__________________________

ITEM:



SUPPLEMENTARY ANSWER:

1. ___________________
________________________________________________

2. ___________________
________________________________________________

3. ___________________
________________________________________________

4. ___________________
________________________________________________

5. ___________________
________________________________________________

6. ___________________
________________________________________________

7. ___________________
________________________________________________

8. ___________________
________________________________________________

9. ___________________
________________________________________________

10. ___________________
________________________________________________

11. ___________________
________________________________________________

12. ___________________
________________________________________________

13. ___________________
________________________________________________

RESEARCH EXERCISE 6

Pile Sorts

Due: April 22, 2002

LENGTH:
Minimum 6 Pile Sorts per team member, plus answers to questions.

EACH TEAM MEMBER SHOULD TURN IN THEIR OWN

INDIVIDUAL COPY OF THE COMPLETED EXERCISE

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Based on the topic/domain selected by you and your partner, each team member will conduct a minimum of 6 pile sorts on different informants. The purpose of this exercise is to find out how people group, categorize (i.e., “think about”) those items which comprise your domain of interest. Each pile sort will take you about 12 minutes to perform. Pile sorts must be conducted in person (no over the phone interviewing). This research exercise will account for ten percent of each student’s grade.

You and your partners will conduct different types of pile sorts. I recommend that (at least) one partner conduct free (unstructured) pile sorts, while the other partners conduct different kinds of semi-structured pile sorts (where you decide on what categories they should be sorted, the number of piles, etc.). You should avoid conducting highly structured pile sorts, if possible. If highly structured pile sorts are utilized, you must describe why you selected this type of pile sort when selecting a type of informant, make sure that they are available and approachable.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

1.
Using the list of “salient” items selected from you free list, you and your partners should get together and prepare a set of pile sort cards. Since you are most likely working with literate informants, these cards should have a word (item) on one side and a unique number (for recording purposes) on the other. Make sure that you and your partners make identical sets of cards.

2.
Assign one partner to conduct “free” pile sorts. Decide on the specific wording they should use when talking to informants.

3.
Assign the other partners to conduct different kinds of semi-structured pile sorts, where the informant is given some kind of general criteria on which to base his or her sort. For instance, in the case of illnesses, you might ask respondents to, “Please sort these different illnesses according to cause.”

4.
Make photocopies of the form “Generic Pile Sorting Form” provided. Conduct your pile sorts (minimum of 6 per team member). Be sure to get your respondent’s explanations for why they sorted items together in piles. Write directly on the forms; you will not need to write “expanded notes” for this exercise. You may wish to ask your informant if he or she would be willing to be re-interviewed for a later assignment.

5.
When you have finished collecting your pile sorts, tabulate the results on the form provided, entitled: “Aggregate Proximities Matrix.” Attach additional pages if required. Answer the questions relating to this tabulation. You do not need to include your partner’s pile sort data when turning in this assignment.

6.
Pile sort data should be entered on a computer and analyzed using ANTHROPAC to generate a MDS (multi-dimensional scale).

CONTENTS OF THE RESEARCH EXERCISE WRITE-UP:

1.
COPIES OF THE SIX (or more) PILE SORT FORMS YOU CONDUCTED. These should be completely filled out.

2.
THE SET OF PILE SORT CARDS YOU USED FOR THIS EXERCISE. The cards should be properly labeled.

3.
TABULATION of YOUR PILE SORT DATA ONLY, as an Aggregate Proximities Matrix. This may be done by hand on the form provided, or computer-generated. Be sure to label the rows and columns of the matrix.

4.
OUR ANTHROPAC-GENERATED MULTI-DIMENSIONAL SCALE, plotted data points should be labeled with the name of the item.

5.
ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

a.
What type of pile sort did you conduct? Describe the introductory sequence you used.

b.
What difficulties did you face in conducting your pile sorts? How well did your informants appear to understand the pile sorting task? What problems did they have?

c.
Discuss your MDS results. How do your qualitative explanations collected during the pile sort activity) explain the patterns you see? Use appropriate “quotes” from your pile sort data. If possible, use circle lines to indicate the main patterns/groupings on the MDS.

d.
Describe one other type of “Formal Method” which might be an appropriate follow-up to this exercise, using the results of the pile sorts. Be specific and give details.

ETHNOGRAPHY PROJECT ASSIGNMENT

Due: May 6, 2002

LENGTH:
15-25 pages of text, charts and tables, including appendices.

EACH TEAM SHOULD TURN IN ONE COPY OF 

THE COMPLETED ETHNOGRAPHIC REPORT.

INSTRUCTIONS

Student teams will complete/summarize their work on a particular health or nutrition-related topic in a final report. Student teams will be expected to write up a joint report based on their individual research exercises, plus one additional piece of qualitative research for the whole team (such as focus groups, triads, paired comparisons and structured observations). For instance, a team of four that decides to conduct another series of pile sorts might have each team member do two of them. Above all, your team’s choice of an additional method should be carefully made and justifiable. Teams working on similar topics/domains may share data but must prepare separate reports. This project will account for thirty percent of each student’s grade. Teams may find it useful to divide up sections of the writing of the final ethnographic report.

CONTENTS OF YOUR TEAM’S FINAL ETHNOGRAPHIC REPORT:

The team’s ethnographic report should be neatly arranged in a large three-ring binder. Your ethnographic report should minimally contain the following sections and answer the questions listed below:

1.
DESCRIPTION OF YOUR TOPIC:


What topic did you select?


How did you define it? What were some of the main research questions you were interested in examining?

2.
METHODS:


(Make a table or chart of some kind)


What methods did you use to research this topic? How do you justify your choice of methods, especially your additional method? Give me a good, detailed justification based on your existing data.

3.
DATA COLLECTION PROCESS:


Describe your experiences during data collection.


What worked well? What didn’t work well?


Did data collected by different methods agree?


If not, to what do you attribute the difference?

4.
CODING SYSTEM:


(Present a table describing your system)


All your expanded field notes should be coded using this system and put into an appendix.  Describe the process of developing your coding system. Was the coding process useful in helping you understand the data? How?

5.
DATA PRESENTATION


(Analyze your dataset)


Present your data and interpret your findings. Draw some sort of conceptual or behavioral model and/or refined diagram of your cultural domain(s) which summarizes data collected by various methods.  Use quotations where appropriate. How well have you been able to answer your initial research questions?

6.
NEXT STEPS


If you were to continue with this research, what are the next steps you would take?  What methods would you use? Provide in some detail the sampling/format of your proposed next steps.

7.
APPENDICES:


Include all expanded field notes, and examples of data collection forms used/developed for the research. The expanded field notes should be coded.

