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Anthropology's founding premise is the conviction that while human capacities have commonalities, they display enormous variation in social identity, political status, geographical place, and historical moments in time.  This variation can be found in societies across the world that we have considered "exotic."  It can also be found in elements of our own society to which our cultural perceptions blind us.





The goal of sociocultural anthropology, the largest subfield of anthropology and the core of the discipline, is to understand the dynamics of variation in social action and cultural thought.  One of the most fundamental questions for sociocultural anthropology (as for the field as a whole) is how these variations are reproduced, whether in the reproduction of society (patterns of production, cultural/political ideology) or in individuals (biology, psychology, social identity).  Equally telling are instances when reproduction fails to occur or does so when it should not.  Because reproduction is so strongly associated with biology in our society, viewing it through a cultural lens poses significant challenges to some of our most basic tenets.  Tensions arise in questions of agency vs. control, nature vs. culture, identity construction, reproducing under varying conditions, and so on.  The study of reproduction, therefore, offers a window into the heart of anthropology itself.





The goals of this course are (1) to expose students to just a few of the many sociocultural approaches to reproduction by ranging broadly across topics, time, and place; and (2) to encourage students to identify and evaluate concepts and theories embedded in writings on the dynamics of reproduction.  The emphasis will be on the physical and social reproduction of children.  But the concept of "reproduction" will be taken to refer to refer more broadly to societal reproduction as well.








Class format and requirements





Class sessions will be a mix of lectures and seminar, with two main components.





Two short papers (no more than 4 pages each) on the readings for two separate weeks, and presenting them in class.  (NOTE:  These can be joint efforts -- a collaboration between two people.)  Each will be worth 20 percent of the grade.





A final take-home exam, worth 60 percent of the grade.








The short papers





The short papers/presentations can be extensions of the readings, or critiques of them.  They can be "broad and sweeping" or close-up scrutinies of small points that keep the other readings in view.  (FYI:  The latter usually works better for the format used here, but the other type can be successful also.)  However you use the readings, they contain many terms and definitions to focus on.  I also encourage you to go beyond the readings to explore the references contained in the assigned works.  Whatever their scope, the papers/presentations should focus on a concept or an idea from the readings and follow the author's (or authors') logic through the material in the articles/books themselves, or applied to some other issue you identify.





Note that the readings represent very different approaches that anthropologists and others have taken to the subject of reproduction; there is often considerable disagreement.  I will look to you to critically evaluate the arguments, using logic and evidence.








Grading





I consider the two short paper/presentations "warmups" for the final.  They will count for 20 percent each of your grade.  The final counts for half.  In borderline cases, I will go on overall participation in class.








Readings





The course readings, three books and the rest articles, will cover a mix of empiricism and theory.  They come largely from sociocultural anthropology, but also from demography, medicine, history, and popular culture.  Along with the academic readings, I occasionally include, for provocation, some miscellaneous articles from the news media and popular culture.  Feel free to find others.





The three books are available at the bookstore at Norris:





Jeffery, Patricia and Roger. 1996. Don't Marry Me to a Plowman! Women's Lives in Everyday Rural North India.  Boulder, Colo:  Westview Press.





Kertzer, David I. 1998. The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara. New York: Vintage Books.





Townsend, Nicholas. 2002. The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men's Lives. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.





The course packet for Anthropology 332, at Quartet, contains most of the articles assigned.  A few articles, usually those from JSTOR and newspapers such as the New York Times and the Chicago Tribune, can be accessed online easily so I have not included them in the packet.





Besides the readings for weekly discussions, there are many background readings.  Here are just a few.  The first two I included in the course packet.  The second two may be read and/or printed from JSTOR through the web.





Greenhalgh, Susan. 1995. "Anthropology theorizes reproduction: integrating practice, political economic, and feminist perspectives." (IN) Situating Fertility: Anthropology and Demographic Inquiry. Susan Greenhalgh, ed. Cambridge University Press. pp. 3-28.





Greenhalgh, Susan. 1995.  "Afterword: (Re)capturing reproduction for anthropology." (IN) Situating Fertility: Anthropology and Demographic Inquiry. Cambridge University Press. Susan Greenhalgh, ed. pp. 259-63.





Ginsburg, Faye and Rayna Rapp. 1991. "The politics of reproduction," In Annual Review of Anthropology 20:311-43.





Peletz, Michael. G. 1995. "Kinship studies in late twentieth-century anthropology," Annual Review of Anthropology 24:343-72.








Class schedule








Week 1, Sept 30:  Introduction





Reproduction and sociocultural anthropological anthropology:  emphases on context, time, place, social position








Nature vs. agency in reproduction








Week 2, Oct. 7:  Who/what is a "child"? The borderlines of life





Duden, Barbara. 1999. "The fetus on the 'farther shore': towards a history of the unborn. (IN) Fetal Subjects, Feminist Positions. University of Pennsylvania Press. Lynn M. Morgan and Meredith W. Michaels, eds. pp. 13-25.





Oaks, Laury. 1999. "Irish trans/national politics and locating fetuses." (IN) Fetal Subjects, Feminist Positions. University of Pennsylvania Press. Lynn M. Morgan and Meredith W. Michaels, eds. pp. 175-98.





Brodie, Janet. 1999. "Menstrual interventions in the nineteenth-century United States. (IN) Regulating Menstruation: Beliefs, Practices, Interpretations, E. van de Walle and Elisha Renne, eds. University of Chicago Press. pp. 39-63.





Frey, Darcy. 1995. "'Does anyone here think this baby can live?'"  New York Times Magazine, July 9, 1995. [retrieve online through NU's electronic resources]








Week 3, Oct. 14:  Nature vs. agency/construction in conception





Hirsch, Eric. 1999. "Negotiated limits: interviews in south-east England." (IN) J. Edwards et al. 1999. Technologies of Procreation: Kinship in the Age of Assisted Conception (2nd ed.). pp. 91-126.





Fraser, Gertrude. 1995. "Modern bodies, modern minds: midwifery and reproductive change in an African American community." (IN) Conceiving the New World Order: The Global Politics of Reproduction. Faye D. Ginsburg and Rayna Rapp, eds. pp. 42-58.





Kahn, Susan M. 2002. "Rabbis and reproduction: the uses of new reproductive technologies among Ultraorthodox Jews in Israel." (IN) Inhorn, Marcia. Infertility around the Globe: New Thinking on Childlessness, Gender, and Reproductive Technologies. University of California Press. pp. 283-297.





Belkin, Lisa, 2000, "Getting the girl." New York Times Magazine. July 25, 2000.





Belkin, Lisa, 2001, "The made-to-order savior." New York Times Magazine.








Week 4, Oct. 21:  Personhood and individual agency in a societal universe





*Jeffery, Patricia and Roger. 1996. Don't Marry Me to a Plowman! Women's Lives in Everyday Rural North India.  Boulder, Colo:  Westview Press.








Reproduction under what conditions?








Week 5, Oct. 28:  Technologies of fertility control





Sargent, Carolyn and Dennis Cordell. In press. "Polygamy, disrupted reproduction, and the state: Malian migrants in Paris, France." Social Science and Medicine.





Bledsoe, Caroline, Fatoumatta Banja, and Allan G. Hill. 1998. "Reproductive mishaps and Western contraception: an African challenge to fertility theory," Population and Development Review 24(1):15-57.





-	Greenhalgh, Susan. 1994. "Controlling births and bodies in village China." American Ethnologist 21(1):3-30.








Week 6, Nov. 4:  Contexts of legitimacy





Baker, Rachel and Catherine Panter-Brick. 2002. "A comparative perspective on children's 'careers' and abandonment in Nepal." (IN) Abandoned Children. Catherine Panter-Brick and Malcolm T. Smith, eds. Cambridge University Press. pp. 161-181.





Johnson-Hanks, Jennifer. 2002. "On the limits of life stages in ethnography: toward a theory of vital conjunctures." American Anthropologist 104(3):865-880.





Ragoné, Helena. 1999. Surrogate Motherhood: Conception in the Heart. pp. 1-11, 109-137, 197-207.








Week 7, Nov. 11:  Who should raise a child?





*Kertzer, David I. 1998. The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara. New York: Vintage Books.





-	The Jessica DeBoer drama: "Whose little girl is this?" Time Magazine, July 19, 1993; "Baby Jessica adjusting well as Anna, aunt says."





[The following can be accessed through the web.]





Chicago Tribune, July 31, 1994; "Couple in Baby Jessica case divorced, Associated Press report, Oct. 24, 1999.  [follow other web links on this story]








Parenthood and the divided man





Week 8, Nov. 18:  Multiple unions across male reproductive careers





-	Maillu, David. 1988. Our Kind of Polygamy. Nairobi: Heinemann. Pp. 1-32.





-	Sembène, Ousmane. 1987. "Her three days." In Tribal Scars. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. (First published: 1962.) Pp. 38-53.





-	Orobaton, Nosa. 2000. "Dimensions of sexuality among Nigerian men: perspectives for fertility and reproductive health." (IN) Fertility and the Male Life Cycle in the Era of Fertility Decline, eds. Caroline Bledsoe, Susana Lerner, and Jane I. Guyer, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 207-230.





"Old fires, new sparks: call them start-over dads." New York Times, Dec. 12, 1996.





"At 30-something, leave home? Mama mia, no!" New York Times. Dec. 12, 1996.








Week 9, Nov. 25:  Is it just women who lead impossible parenting lives?





*Townsend, Nicholas. 2002. The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men's Lives. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.








Week 10, Dec 2:  Review








Dec. 9:  EXAM DUE - (no more than 10 pages)


